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SYMBOLS 


NOW AVAILABLE: Required reading into the 
nature and the culture of fascist insignia, 
words and fashion, Signs of Hate is aimed 
at people who work within the community, 
in particular with young people, who may be 
otherwise unaware of the influences 
affecting the behaviour of the youngsters 
in their trust. Signs of Hate exposes the 
mythology, secret code words and other 
signs of hate that can influence young 
minds and lead into racist violence. 
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Editorial 


The great lesson to be learnt from the struggle against 
fascism is eternal vigilance. No matter how heavy the 
defeat for fascism, like a virus confronted by 
antibodies, it seems to mutate and eventually find its 
way back into the body politic. In a sense fascism will 
never truly go away, and neither will its opponents, 
as long as there are people who peddle and believe the 
lies of organised racism. 

Reflecting on thirty years of Searchlight as a monthly 
publication, it is clear that the fascists have been 
defeated in several incarnations each time they tried to 
remuster their troops in new guises and with new 
tactics. Searchlight and our readers have more than 
played their part in bringing about these defeats. 

Racists argue - against all scientific evidence - that 
the world is divided into “races” and that people only 
really have something in common with their own kind. 
They say, therefore, that anti-racists are trying to force a 
multiracial “experiment” upon society against the laws 
of nature and people’s basic instincts. They believe that 
we are wrong to argue that racism is unnatural and has 
been learnt over generations and can therefore be 
unlearned and defeated. 

The British National Party and its friends see every 


racist incident as further proof that a multiracial society 
is doomed. They never miss a trick to “racialise” the 
news. The BNP likes to see itself as a real political party 
and comments on its website and in print on every issue 
on which it can. It’s amazing how many complex 
political issues can be boiled down to “race”. 

How odd then that the BNP was strangely shtum on 
the one issue that exercised the British public the most 
over the weeks following Christmas; the Asian tsunami 
disaster. And it wasn’t that there was a general radio 
silence because the BNP webmaster had consumed too 
many mince pies and brandies and fallen off the yule 
log. While the website continued to comment on all 
sorts of other matters, it ignored the biggest news story 
of all. When the BNP finally broke its silence, as we show 
on page 4, it was to sneer at our compassion. 

The British people’s response to the tsunami disaster 
is irrefutable proof that our gut reaction - the natural 
instinctive one - is to feel for fellow human beings no 
matter what colour they are or where they come from. 
Britons of every background have donated huge 
amounts of aid to those in Asia who have suffered as a 
result of the earthquake. Only the most wicked of 
organisations - the BNP - can have a problem with that. 
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BNP slams Asian 
flood relief effort 


The British National Party has condemned the tsunami 
relief effort as a “devious” way to flood Britain with 
immigrants and an imperialist plot to exploit the 
world economically. In doing so, the party has not 
only scored a huge political own goal but has also 
failed to appreciate the huge and genuine public 


sympathy for the victims of the disaster, which 
crosses borders and races. By Nick Lowles 

T he BNP has once again highlighted how out of 
touch it is with public opinion and how its racist 
obsession blinds it from human charity. 

The absolute horror of the devastation caused by the 
earthquake has shocked the nation and, as has 
happened so many times before, British people have 
rallied to help. A few have actually flown out to Asia to 
assist in the clearing up operation but most have given 
money. Over £100 million has been raised so far - a 
tribute to the British people and recognition that in this 
age of modern communication and travel the world is 
shrinking and boundaries are being removed. 

For the first fortnight after the tsunami struck the BNP 
kept quiet but slowly it began to voice its disapproval. 
Now, BNP members can hardly contain their disgust. 
Some of it is dressed up in economic objections to the 
concept of aid, but much of it is purely racist. 

Lee Barnes, the BNP’s legal eagle, sneers at the 
collecting tins and appeals in the media for aid. 
“The public rites of ritual giving in the ‘Cult of 
Conspicuous Compassion’ that is sweeping Britain like a 
virus in the wake of the Tsunami disaster is a symptom 
of our cultural decadence and degeneration ... I despise 
being emotionally manipulated by the false media, for 
as a human being I demand the right to feel sorry 
for whom I wish.” 

Earlier in the same article he writes: “I still cannot 
fathom how these so called moral people can casually 
walk past or sometimes literally over our people living 
on the streets next door to the same shops they buy their 
consumer rubbish in, whilst busy donating money to 
those homeless people in other nations they have never 
met. Are our people and their pain invisible? Should not 
Charity begin first at home then seek to help others 
around the world?” 

The BNP’s internet editor Steve Blake plays down the 
tsunami as just another natural disaster, obviously 
questioning why this deserved attention and sympathy 
ahead of others. 

“Natural disasters happen all the time, from gales 
lashing Scottish coasts, flooding in Cumbria through 
to earthquakes along scores of the planet’s fault lines, 
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volcanic eruptions and extremes of temperature/’ 
he writes on the BNP website. 

The answer, Mr Blake, is simple. Over 200,000 people 
are likely to have died and millions have been displaced 
and left starving. The devastation wrought is just a little 
bit more severe than the gales lashing the Scottish coasts 
and the floods in northwest England. 

But of course Blake knows that. His real opposition 
to the disaster relief effort is that British people 
might feel sympathy for non-whites which, he 
concludes, the Government will cynically exploit to 
increase immigration. 

“A million eco-refugees a year could land on Britain’s 
shores if the devious Blairite regime gets its way,” he 
writes. "A direct result of the horrors of the Indian Ocean 
tsunami disaster is the Government and media attempts 
to soften the popular feeling in Britain and throughout 
Europe towards refugees.” 

Barnes even suggests that the media are working in 
cahoots with the government on this, a sinister plot that 
only the ever-watchful BNP can spot. “The endless 
repetition of the footage in the media of the disaster and 
the use of the disaster by the government to highlight 
Third World Aid issues is part of the psychological 
‘softening up’ process of the British public to prepare 
them for the imminent global environmental crisis and 
the mass migration of hundreds of millions of Africans 
and Asian [sic] into Europe and Britain over the next 
century. Unless the British people are psychologically 
prepared for the incoming mass immigration into 
Britain then they will seek to resist it. Only by triggering 
the ‘Compassion Reflex’ in the British people will the 
British people be fooled into allowing these eco- 
migrants to enter our country. This is how our 
compassion can be used as a weapon against us by 
governments and the media and to undermine cohesion 
of the nation and our national community.” 

Another BNP member, writing anonymously on 
the party’s website, concurred that the reaction of the 
British media fitted in with a global plot by British 
politicians: “After the tsunami had spent its fury on the 
beaches of Indonesia, Thailand, and Sri Lanka an 
equivalent amount of fury was whipped up by the 
Western media in a frenzy of manipulation. News of 
a natural disaster metamorphosed into a media event 
and then into a tool with which to promote the 
establishment’s global ambitions. 

“British television and newspapers worked up a froth 
of liberal sympathy and horror and catalysed a massive 
public response of £100 million to their calls for aid, and 
then they claimed it was ‘people-led’. We even had 
The Times (of all organisations) praising ‘people power’. 
And of course, everyone was going on about how it was 
a ‘disaster that affected the whole world,’ but that it 
‘brought the world closer together,’ and showed ‘what 
we could achieve if we all worked in harmony,’ etc, etc, 
etc - you know the sort of thing.” 

Barnes makes a point of claiming that financial aid is 
not what the countries affected want. He uses recent 
economic growth in Indonesia as proof that aid not 
required but is either “a product of patronising innate 
Western imperialism” or an attempt to extend its 
economic interests around the globe. 

Once again, Barnes is selective with the truth. 
Economic growth in parts of Asia outstrips much of 
Europe but they are starting from a much lower base. 
Almost two billion people in Asia survive on less 
than US$2 a day, including 43% of the population in 
the Maldives. Another two million people are likely to 


be added to this number as a result of this disaster. 
In the Maldives, 53 of the 199 inhabited islands have 
been badly affected by the earthquake and another 
20 have been totally destroyed. Economic assessments 
conclude that the local economy has been set back by 
20 years. Even in Indonesia, which Barnes holds up as an 
example of a country capable of looking after itself, an 
extra one million people will be pushed below the $2 a 
day line and while it is true that the Indonesian 
government has turned down some foreign aid, it has 
asked for the country’s overseas debt repayments to be 
frozen for a year. 

Unfortunately for Blake, Barnes and the BNP, 
the British people have been genuinely moved by the 
atrocious images of the tsunami’s destruction. 
Everyone, young and old, white and black, rich and 
poor, has queued up to donate money. And it was this 
generosity of the British people that shamed the 
Government into promising more money. 

The British people have a proud tradition of helping 
others but this is something the BNP cannot or does not 
want to accept. Helping others means breaking down 
barriers and differences between groups and this is the 
opposite of what the BNP stands for. 

In one of his articles Barnes asks “how the tender 
hearted, hand wringing millions amongst us” would 
have dealt with a real crisis, such as the one million dead 
in the First World War, the thousands who died in the 
Blitz, or the “firebombing of Dresden and the hundred 
thousand that died in the ensuing firestorms?” 

The answer is simple. The British people would have 
done exactly what they have done in response to the 
tsunami disaster. They would have rallied round and 
helped their fellow human beings. It is a concept totally 
alien to the BNP and proves, if proof were needed, that 
its racist and divisive agenda is totally at odds with the 
British tradition. 


Stop the 
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Fascists insult 
bereaved family 

By Daphne Liddle 

More than 100 anti-fascists turned out at short notice last month to oppose the National Front in Woolwich. 

The National Front had announced that it would march to the spot where a year ago a white youth 
died after a fight with a black man in a dispute that had begun on a bus over an umbrella. 

The NF is seeking to portray the youth as a white victim of a racist killing, much to the disgust of the 
bereaved family who are sickened at the use of their son's name by the notorious racists. 

The anti-fascists included contingents from the local Unison branch and the local National Union of 
Teachers as well as a large number of supporters of United Against Fascism and other groups. 

The crowd had a long wait to confront the fascists - the NF missed their appointed 
train and turned up an hour late. Eventually 25 NF members and supporters emerged from 
Woolwich Dockyard station, looking very insignificant without their usual flags. 

These had been banned by the police as likely to be offensive to the local population. 

The NF managed to be offensive even without their flags as a heavy police guard 
marched them some 500 yards to the spot where they cynically laid a wreath, before 
exchanging insults and gestures with local residents. 

Then the police escorted them quickly back to the station and on to a train. 

As they went one furious black resident reminded them loudly that his father had served 
proudly in the British army during the Second World War, defending this country - which 
the fascist NF now insults - against German fascism. 

Once on the train the NF's problems were not over. They had another appointment in 
Plaistow for another similar travesty. But they were running late and there was a home 
match at Charlton that day. 

The train they boarded was full of Charlton supporters, who were not quite as restrained 
as the organised anti-fascists. A couple of the fascists came off worst in 
some skirmishes on the train, in spite of the heavy police protection they enjoyed. 






Hope Not Hate 

Count Me In 



T he election battle lines have been clearly drawn in 
the Yorkshire town of Keighley with the 
announcement by British National Party leader 
Nick Griffin that he intends to contest the seat in the 
general election. In a clear attempt to whip up existing 
tensions, Griffin has already stated his intention to make 
the issue of “grooming” - the allegations in a Channel 4 
documentary that some Asian men groomed white girls 
for sex - central to his campaign. 

But Griffin will face a tough task as the local 
community has already begun moves to put aside 
prejudice in a new “Keighley Together” initiative. 
Launched in the same week that Griffin made his 
announcement, local people are being urged to display 
one of 30,000 specially-designed leaflets, emblazoned 
with the slogan: “Hope Not Hate, Count Me In”. 

Churches, mosques, local employers, trade unions 
and Keighley Cougars rugby league team have all 
registered their support for the campaign, which has 
been largely brought together by the town’s sitting 
Labour MP Ann Cryer. The Conservatives and Liberal 
Democrats are also adding their support. 

Cryer told Searchlight: “The decent, hard-working and 
law-abiding people of Keighley are proud to live and 
work in Keighley - and why shouldn’t they be, it has so 
many good and positive things going on. This campaign 
will allow everyone in Keighley to join in and let those 
who want to paint the town as extremist know that they 
are not welcome. 

“Keighley has a great future and this is largely due to 
the hard working and innovative people of the town. 
We cannot allow this to be destroyed by outside 
extremists.” 

Karl Poulsen, the Conservative candidate, is also 
backing the campaign: “I am supporting the campaign. 
It’s about leading members of the Keighley community 
standing up and saying we don’t want to be associated 
with extremism.” 

While the support of politicians is useful, Paul 
Meszaros, of the local TUC, says it is community 
support that is crucial. “This initiative will stand or fall 
on the support it gets from ordinary people. So far it has 
been brilliant. The vast majority of people in Keighley 
just want to get on with their lives without extremists 
whipping up trouble. 

“There is good and bad in every community and of 
course we must work to get rid of the bad, but most 
people recognise that the BNP will only make the 
town’s problems worse.” 

The campaign has already secured the support of 
Keighley’s bus company which has agreed to display 
the leaflet on all 197 buses in its fleet. The leaflets are 
also expected to be delivered to homes. 

“We have already been inundated by local people 
wanting to sign up,” says Meszaros. “The people of 
Keighley are proud and decent. This initiative stands in 


this tradition, unlike the outside agitation of the BNP. 

“And this is just the beginning. We came up with this 
campaign long before Griffin announced his intention 
to stand and we will be here long after the voters have 
chased him off.” 

Launching the BNP’s election campaign in Dewsbury 
last month the BNP’s new Yorkshire organiser Nick Cass 
indicated that the party intends to plough considerable 
resources into the constituency. 

The Keighley Together initiative fits well into the 
general Searchlight approach of mobilising community 
opposition to the BNP but it is also clear that anti¬ 
fascists must be willing to take on the BNP head on. 

“Just labelling the BNP as racist and fascist is not 
enough,” says Searchlight's general election co¬ 
ordinator Nick Lowles. “While it is important we must 
expose them for what they are, we must also have an 
answer to the claims they make, however 
uncomfortable some of these issues may be. 

“The BNP tell lies and distort statistics,” he adds. 
“Left unchallenged these claims become fact. If the BNP 
make an issue about ‘grooming’, we must have an answer. 
If they make an issue about ‘preferential treatment’ for 
some sections of the community, we must have an 
answer. The days of simply name-calling are over.” 

This view is backed up by recent research that shows 
that 20% of the population could be drawn to the UK 
Independence Party and the BNP “The BNP do well when 
they can show that they are talking about the issues on 
which others remain silent,” says Lowles. “They also do 
well when they can portray themselves as being silenced 
for telling the truth. Taking on the BNP head on removes 
the opportunity for the BNP to portray themselves as 
martyrs and allows us to expose them as liars.” 

The BNP intends to contest 100 seats in the general 
election, mostly in Yorkshire and the Humber, the West 
Midlands and the North West regions. It has already 
announced candidates in four constituencies in 
Kirklees, three in Wakefield, and for the Blackburn, 
Burnley, Stoke South and Halifax constituencies. 




Keighley 
Together 
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Mad dog 
set free 



Johnny Adair 
(second from 
left) and 
other 

members of 
NF Skinz on 
the infamous 
Glue March 
that the NF 
staged in 
Belfast in 
1983. 

NF Skinz 
formed the 
nucleus for 
the UFF/UDA 
C Company 



By Matthew Collins 

H e was the leader of Northern Ireland’s most 
feared sectarian murder squad, the UDA’s C 
Company, which he directed from his home on 
Belfast’s Shankill Road with what appeared to 
many on both sides of the divide as impunity. 

Johnny “Mad Dog” Adair seemed “untouchable”. 
So that he could be caged, he became the only man in 
the history of the troubles to be imprisoned for 
“directing terrorism”, a law created solely for the 
purpose of containing him. 

Adair was freed from Maghaberry prison on 
10 January where he had been held in solitary 
confinement for his own protection. 

Adair’s freedom, or licence, was revoked by the then 
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, Paul Murphy, 
in January 2003 after his activities during his second 
spell of liberty - post Good Friday Agreement - led to an 
internal dispute between loyalist paramilitaries which 
boiled over into tit-for-tat murders and “expulsions” 
from homes. 

Mad Dog’s lust for power and sneering contempt for 
the leadership of the UDA and the Good Friday 
Agreement put him and his small army of supporters at 
odds with the rest of the loyalist community. 

A man of low intelligence but high in the important 
charisma stakes that single a person out among loyalist 
paramilitary leaders, Adair had been keen to reignite the 
feuding between another loyalist paramilitary group, 


C18 wreath carried to the funeral of 
former Adair sidekick Stephen McKeag, 
who died of a drug overdose in 2000 


the Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF), and its offshoot, the 
Loyalist Volunteer Force (LVF). 

Adair had a two-track reason for pursuing this schism. 
“Mad Dog” (a moniker he stole from the Republican 
INLA hit-man Dominic McGlinchey during an interview 
with The Guardian) was attracted to two basic tenets of 
LVF thinking. 

The first and most subtle was based on his 
longstanding friendship with the former LVF boss 
Billy Wright. Previously Mid-Ulster leader of the UVF, 
Wright was an evangelical Protestant who often spoke 
with Adair and offered him advice. Wright, who was 
known as “King Rat”, split from the UVF claiming its 
leadership had fallen for “godless communism” and 
were more interested in the appeasement of nationalist 
fears than the protection of protestant values and ideals. 

In the middle of the squabbling between the UVF’s 
Belfast headquarters and Wright’s UVF team, Wright’s 
followers murdered a taxi driver during the traditional 
stand-off between loyalists and the police at Drumcree, 
Portadown. As a result, the Belfast leadership expelled 
Wright and ordered his execution. In response he 
formed the LVF, publicly rejecting the ceasefire and the 
UVF’s political direction. 

After Wright’s murder by Republicans in the Maze 
prison in 1997, the LVF fell into disarray and further 
under the influence of Belfast’s UDA C Company. 
Upon his first release in 1999, Adair immediately invited 
the leaderless, renegade group into his fold, as the LVF 
held a second port of interest to Adair: drugs. 

Despite a number of protestations from Wright that 
the LVF would not succumb to the paramilitaries’ tried 
and tested means of fundraising, during his 
incarceration and after his death the LVF descended into 
little more than a front for racketeering and a home for 
the gangsters and drug dealers on the fringes of the 
loyalist far right. The LVF had also held counsel with 
the far-right Combat 18 over the supply of ecstasy 
tablets to the province and benefited financially from 
the marketing of nazi skinhead bands. 

Adair’s initial release from prison in September 1999 
was the result of his apparently having persuaded the 
UDA leadership to agree to the ceasefire already in 
place between the UVF and the IRA. Despite a 
champagne fuelled welcome for Adair at the prison 
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gates, senior UDA figures were already planning to 
curtail his operations. A senior loyalist source to whom 
Searchlight has spoken claims, “The UVF leadership 
told the Japs [UVF slang for the UDA] that they were to 
rein him in. 

“They were told that the UVF would not tolerate LVF 
members hanging around the Shankill in Adair’s 
company. The UVF told them that they were quite 
prepared to put a bullet in Adair if he kept up with his 
shit stirring. The UDA told the UVF that Johnny was on 
his last warning.” 

While Adair was in prison, he was very popular with 
other loyalist inmates and their supporters on the 
mainland, but the rest of the organisation was 
undergoing subtle changes and moves were already 
afoot to curtail Adair’s influence within the UDA. It is 
claimed that Adair visited the mainland the year of his 
release and stayed at the home of a former member of 
the British National Party who had underworld 
associations and links to the drugs trade. 

Adair already had links with the political soldier wing 
of the National Front. In the early 1980s when he was a 
member of a northern Irish rock band, Offensive 
Weapon, Adair visited the home of Nick Griffin, now the 
BNP leader, to perform at a Rock Against Communism 
concert Griffin was hosting while he was a senior 
member of the NF. 

Adair cashed in on his pin-up status among the far 
right and is believed to have cemented deals between 
the LVF and members of Cl8. The notorious “trick or 
treat” killer Steve Irwin even attended a parade by the 
NF, which had previously held a joint demonstration 
with the UDA’s London Brigade outside Downing Street 
demanding Adair’s release. 

Back in Belfast, Adair continued where he left off, 
amassing enormous wealth from his activities and at the 
same time isolating the rest of the UDA leadership, with 
whom protocol dictated he should have shared his 
wealth and trappings. A constant barrage of complaints 
and threats from the UVF’s Belfast leadership, relayed to 
other men in the UDA leadership, about Adair’s 
continued associations with the LVF went ignored, even 
laughed at, by Adair. 

“He honestly thought he was bigger than the UVF and 
the UDA, but they were told he was out of hand. He was 
standing on LVF blockades draped in gold chains, acting 
the big man”, the loyalist source said. 

It was unheard of for a commander of a paramilitary 
group to be such an ostentatious show off among the 
loyalist working class, with his gold chains and trappings 
of ill-gotten wealth. Despite open acknowledgement 
that some were no better than common gangsters, 
few allowed their trappings to be so readily displayed. 
“He was all about fast cars and bullshit. He was rubbing 
everyone’s noses in it” our source told us. 

Adair’s greatest mistake was to underestimate his 
enemies. He demanded a show of strength from the 
UDA in August 2000, by ordering a UDA parade on 
the Shankill Road, the power base of both the UDA 
and the UVF. The “Day of Culture” ended in a bloody 
gunfight when the UVF opened fire on people parading 
with an LVF flag. Bloody war broke out on the Shankill 
and three people were murdered. Adair’s men took 
particular delight in bombing the headquarters of the 
UVF’s political wing, the Progressive Unionist Party. 

Adair was re-sentenced, only to be released again in 
June 2002. In his absence, the UDA decided to clean up 
its act. “Everyone was saying Adair has to go’.” His reach 
and his power from within his prison cell had long 


prompted loyalist bosses to contemplate murdering 
him in his cell, but Adair had used his enormous wealth 
and influence among younger men to insulate himself 
from the UDA leadership. However the UDA did force 
some discipline upon Adair and, in particular, his family. 
Adair’s son, “Mad Pup”, was knee-capped for being 
caught drug dealing in a Republican area. 

Jonathan Jnr had been apprehended by Republican 
vigilantes who decided instead of punishing him 
themselves to pass him to the UDA leadership to avoid 
an outbreak of hostilities. The UDA was, to say the least, 
humiliated and ordered Johnny to sanction the 
punishment. He duly agreed, but his resentment of 
the UDA along with his now insatiable lust for drugs 
and power coupled with his evangelical hatred 
of Catholicism and the perceived appeasement of 
Republicans, meant he would have to strike back. 

From June 2002, Adair’s C Company, which had begun 
life as a group of glue sniffers called “NF Skinz”, was at 
war with the rest of the UDA. From his highly secured 
house at the bottom of the Shankill Road, Adair 
continued running his drugs and terror operation while 
avoiding assassination by fellow loyalists. Booby traps 
and guns gave rise to many sleepless nights on the 
Shankill, and many were forced to flee the area as 
the rival groups attacked each other. 

In January 2003, Adair was ordered back to prison, as 
much for his own safety as for that of the rest of the 
Protestant community living in and around the Shankill. 
Special intelligence gathered with the coercion of senior 
loyalists was used to prove he had broken the conditions 
of his licence. 

His last act as the commander of C Company was 
to order the assassination of another UDA leader, 
John Gregg, a man worshipped in loyalist heartlands for 
his previous attempt on the life of the Sinn Fein leader 
Gerry Adams. 

Within hours of this act, over a hundred members of 
the UDA descended on Adair’s family and supporters at 
their base in the Shankill Road and demanded that C 
Company disband. Twenty members of Adair’s gang fled 
by ferry to Scotland with, reportedly, shoe boxes full of 
cash. Members of the UVF and UDA in Scotland, under 
orders from their Belfast leaderships, refused to aid 
Adair’s supporters and they were ferried by police to 
private homes in and around Bolton, Lancashire 
(minus the shoe boxes) where they were told to lie low. 
By now the NF, C18 and British Ulster Alliance (the 
UDA’s London brigade) were mourning the death of 
Gregg. The Adair family, now fully exposed as drug 
peddlers, were without even the support of sycophants. 

Adair’s wife Gina and their son lived in Bolton in 
relative anonymity (although the UDA were aware of 
where they were) until Jonathan was arrested and 
sentenced for drug dealing. Mainland loyalists are 
believed to be behind the shots then fired at the family 
home as a reminder to Gina not to return home. 

Adair is now expected to live in Bolton with Gina 
under heavy security after being flown to Manchester 
by helicopter. The Times reported the day after his 
release that Adair had surrounded himself with a 
group of “camp looking” skinheads who had travelled 
from Germany to meet their hero, sporting tattoos in 
his honour. 

While this drew howls of derision from Belfast, one 
person posting on the UDA mainland guestbook wrote, 
“we’ve heard about his German friends but that makes 
no difference to us. I hope someone from the mainland 
is giving [sic] the opportunity to waste him.” 
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BNP and Holocaust denial 


by Kate Taylor 


L ast month marked the 60th anniversary of the 
liberation of the Nazi death camp at Auschwitz, 
one of the most potent symbols of the mass 
genocide that was attempted in the last century 
against Europe’s Jewish and Romani populations. 

As time moves on, the Holocaust becomes increasingly 
distant from living memory. Fewer survivors are alive to 
educate new generations about the horrors that they 
witnessed. This provides fruitful ground for those who, 
for whatever reason, wish to either minimise, relativise, 
or even completely deny the full magnitude of the 
attempt to annihilate Jews and other hated groups. 

Holocaust denial is the insidious attempt to 
refute history. For far right groups it is a necessary tool. 
There is nothing that tarnishes their efforts to win over 
voters more than images of the barbarity, death and 
destruction that were perpetrated in the name of 
Nazism. Particularly in Britain, where many thousands 
of British servicemen and women lost their lives fighting 
Hitler in the Second World War, displays of right-wing 
extremism are deemed to be unacceptable because of 
their associations with the Holocaust. 

Many far-right groups seek to distance themselves 
from the nazi brand, proclaiming themselves to be 
respectable political parties. Or they seek to downplay 
or deny outright the Holocaust in order to further their 
own cause. 

The British National Party has adopted both of these 
tactics. It has attempted to reinvent its image and 
policies to distance itself from the nazi label. 

But its brand of Holocaust denial, and the 
antisemitism that accompanies this ideology, has been 
anything but mild. 

In 1998, the year before he became the BNP leader, 
Crematoria at Nick Griffin was charged and found guilty of distributing 
Auschwitz material likely to incite racial hatred. The offending 
concentration material was his publication The Rune , which denied 
camp that the Holocaust ever took place. 


Sickeningly labelling it the “Holohoax”, Griffin wrote, 
"I am well aware that the orthodox opinion is that 
6 million Jews were gassed and cremated or turned into 
soap and lampshades. Orthodox opinion also once held 
that the earth is flat ... I have reached the conclusion 
that the ‘extermination’ tale is a mixture of Allied 
wartime propaganda, extremely profitable lie, and 
latter-day witch-hysteria.” 

In issue 11 of The Rune , Griffin launched a vicious attack 
on Holocaust denier David Irving for playing “the numbers 
game”. He was referring to Irving’s admission in a radio 
interview with Ron Casey in Australia in 1995 that up to 
four million Jews died in the Holocaust. “True revisionists”, 
wrote Griffin, “will not be fooled by this new twist to the 
sorry tale of the Hoax of the Twentieth Century”. 

The star witness testifying at Harrow Crown Court on 
Griffin’s behalf was Robert Faurisson, the notorious 
French Holocaust denier. 

Griffin sees the Holocaust as a lie propagated by Jews 
to make money: “As your Hollywood friend is fond of 
remarking, ‘there’s no business like Shoah business’”. 

The Rune advertised revisionism on the internet by 
saying, “It’s really very simple and kills ignorant faith in 
the Holocaust Hoax as effectively as Zyklon-B killed lice 
and bed-bugs”. 

During David Irving’s high profile libel trial in 2000, 
several members of the BNP attended regularly, voicing 
their support for Irving. 

When Griffin became leader of the BNP in 1999, his 
first publication was Who are the Mindbenders , which 
sought to illustrate, by listing Jewish-sounding names of 
people who worked in the media, that the industry was 
controlled by Jews. Such antisemitism is the crux of 
attempts to deny the Holocaust. 

In 1996, Griffin wrote in Spearhead , a far-right 
monthly magazine at that time produced in support of 
the BNP: “Some ‘antisemitism’ may be provoked by the 
actions of certain Jews themselves and thereby have a 
rational basis”. 

In the 1990s, members of the BNP distributed 
copies of ‘ Holocaust '’ News , a Holocaust denial 
publication. 

The BNP leadership now sees a purge on 
extremism as essential if it is to achieve success. It 
is for this reason that Griffin wrote, in 2002, of the 
need to rid the party of the “three H’s”: hard talk, 
hobbyism and Hitler. Griffin now plays down the 
virulent Holocaust denial that he espoused in the 
past. But he has never refuted the assertions that 
he made. Like many aspiring far-right extremists, 
for Griffin and the BNP questioning the past is a 
necessary tactic for success in the future. 

There is no greater danger than the fading of 
memory. The passage into this century has been 
accompanied by many who wish to cast aside 
the memory of all that happened in the last 
century. Now more than ever, we must ensure 
that history, and the memories of all those who 
died in the Holocaust, are not tarnished by those, 
such as the BNP, who seek to dilute, distort and 
deny history. 
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NEWS in brief 


Jewish war graves defaced 

VANDALS DAUBED SWASTIKAS and other Nazi 
graffiti on graves at a Jewish cemetery in Aldershot 
in January. The attack occurred as Britain was 
preparing to commemorate the 60th anniversary of 
the liberation of the Auschwitz Nazi death camp. 

Ten headstones, some marking war graves, were 
attacked. This was the second time the cemetery 
in Redan Road was targeted. Last November, 
15 gravestones were defaced in a similar incident. 

A police spokesman said: “It is despicable that 
vandals attack Jewish graves so close to the 
Holocaust Memorial Day”. 


Racists and xenophobes bring 
up the rear 

THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY came last in council 
by-elections last month in Hull and Durham. 

The election in Derringham ward in Hull, Yorkshire 
was called after the previous election, which appeared 
to have been won by the United Kingdom 
Independence Party, was declared void. A court ruled 
that a new election should be held when it was 
discovered that some ballot papers had been issued to 
residents of another ward as well as those of the 
correct ward. The BNP, which did not contest the 
original election, was roundly condemned for its 
unwelcome intervention. 

In Wheatbottom and Hemlington Row Ward of Wear 
Valley District Council the BNP took just 42 votes 
although only two other parties fielded candidates. 

A split in the BNP in west London has resulted in 
Peter Shaw putting his nomination in for the National 
Front in the Cavendish ward by-election, Hillingdon, on 
17 February. Shaw stood for the BNP in the 2002 council 
elections but was cast out from the BNP recently 
alongside Ian Edward, one of the BNP's best local 
organisers. Last year the BNP polled 13.5% in a by- 
election in the neighbouring South Ruislip ward. 


Derringham ward results 

13 January 2005 

Candidate Party Votes % 


Michael Rouse-Deane 
John Considine 
Alan Gardiner 
John Cornforth 
Paul Buckley 



Turnout 18.1% 


Wheatbottom and 
Hemlington Row Ward results 

20 January 2005 

Candidate Party Votes % 

Rose Seabury 
John Bailey 
Stuart Neil 

Turnout 21.8% 
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Rock ‘n’ Roll Fascists 


by Matthew Collins 


I know my rock and roll. I’ve shared a plate of 
chips and a pot of tea with Billy Bragg and even 
gone ligging back stage with the Beautiful South. 
In darker times I even had the occasional lager with 
nazi rock god Ian Stuart. IVe been there and worn all 
of their t-shirts. 

What then, my editor asked, did I make of “Corporal 
Fox", the acoustic effort of the British National Party’s 
Dave Hannam, written by and recorded with the 
assistance of BNP fiihrer, Nick Griffin? 

Well, it’s a cheerful little ditty about being cold in the 
Falklands while suffering from Argentine shrapnel. 
That is a bit strange, because Griffin was not in 
the Falklands. In fact, he has never even been in the 
military. At the time of that conflict, Griffin was a 
leading figure in the National Front, whose members 
had a penchant for Nazi saluting at the gigs of Ian 
Stuart’s band Skrewdriver. 

Hannam’s experience of men in uniform, on the 
other hand, stems from being surrounded by prison 
officers when he and Simon Sheppard were 
incarcerated for distributing hate material in Hull. 
How odd that Griffin and Hannam are trying to turn 
themselves into some kind of right-wing Lennon and 
McCartney when Hannam had been expelled from the 
BNP when he wound up in a cell only to be readmitted 
because the BNP is so thin on the ground in Hull. 

Perhaps this sudden foray by Griffin is best summed 
up by the words of Bragg, himself a former squaddie: 
“The revolution is only a t-shirt away’’. That would also, 
from memory, sum up how Stuart felt about the way his 
finances and merchandising rights were treated by the 
NF back then. 

The NF are of course promising that 2005 will be a 
big year for them. They did not have a good start. 
One confused anti-fascist had to ring the Searchlight 


office for confirmation of the start time of their first 
activity of the new year. Their glorious leader, “our Tel’’ 
(Terry Blackham), had their protest march down as 
starting at 10pm! What, while it’s kicking-in time at 
the pub? No wonder so few turned up to witness it. 
The time should have read 1.00pm, of course. 

Things had better improve for the NF north of the 
border too. After their bravado over turning up at an 
Aberdeen Council meeting towards the end of last year, 
Dave Macdonald, (or “Ronald’’ as the London group call 
him) threatened the NF would turn up for a Christmas 
shopping day in the town centre if their application for a 
march was binned. In the event Ronald and co were 
sadly absent. 

A good gauge of the mood within the NF is their 
heavily moderated internet forum. “Heather’’ from 
Swansea is my favourite. She seems like a good Christian 
woman and she does not like Muslims. She’s been 
getting all hot and bothered about a potential mosque in 
the town, “foreign’’ food, takeaways and a whole host of 
other un-Aryan anomalies of the modern world. 

I can see the good Aryan men of the NF logging on 
daily, lacing their large boots excitedly in the 
anticipation of another missive from Heather the home¬ 
maker. But they should be wary of internet fascinations. 
One young NF member’s mother has recently 
discovered that her internet love interest (and potential 
husband) is missing a limb, something he had forgotten 
to tell her, apparently. She was, I’m told, “devastated’’ 
and now the butt of many a joke within the tiny ranks. 

Heavily moderated the NF forum may be, but it does 
still allow the odd faux pas and perhaps this is further 
evidence that “our Tel’’ does not have the gumption to 
do the moderating or the brainwork involved in running 
a tiny political machine himself. 

Some bright spark on there recently had the notion 
that gunrunners and drug dealers should 
be executed when the NF comes to power. 
Given that Blackham has a conviction relating 
to his own attempt to run guns to Northern 
Ireland, I bet there was a very sleepless night 
in the Blackham household. 

And finally, someone in the Griffin camp 
has at last responded to the John Tyndall 
fan club’s The Griffin Files with a website 
attacking Tyndall, the founder and former 
leader of the BNP, for having pro-Israel 
associations and dressing up in nazi regalia. 
It’s a pretty obvious piece of work, done 
almost entirely to weaken Tyndall’s hardcore 
Nazi backing, by accusations that Tyndall is a 
pro-Zionist fan of a well known Loyalist and 
alleged homosexual hard-man. It took me less 
than five minutes to work out who was behind 
it and I imagine “JT” himself would be less 
than impressed by being stabbed in the back, 
again, by a man whom he took under his wing 
when he was still a young “naive’’ boy with a 
penchant for playing with fireworks and 
whom he defended time and time again. 



Terry 

Blackham in 
Belfast 
posing with 
NF paper 
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fighting years 


Our first 
edition 

February 1975 No 1 

Editorial 

The caption of our cover photo 
“They shall not pass” is really the 
motto of this publication. We believe 
that it is essential that the democratic 
forces opposing racism and extremism 
in Britain have current factual 
information about the political 
enemies of society if we are to 
succeed, by democratic and lawful 
means, in preventing the growth of the 
extreme right in this country at this 
time of great economic peril. 

Every day one reads about the 
expanding activities of the National 
Front, the emergence of new types 
of reactionary groups like Civil 
Assistance and many other racist 
and anti-democratic organisations 
in various parts of the country. 
We intend in our monthly bulletin 
to provide the information needed to 
expose to the light of day the creatures 
that are now creeping out from 
beneath their rocks. We are a non- 
party political publication which does 
not believe that a narrow sectarian 
approach can succeed in defeating 
those who would end democracy ... 



Expose the Racists and Extremists 



"THEY SHALL NOT PASS 


A Monthly Anti-Fascist Bulletin Printed and Published by Searchlight Associates and A. F & R. Publications, 21/26 
Great Western Building, Livery Street, Birmingham 3 
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By Gerry Gable 
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W hen a small group of us sat around the 
kitchen table in my cottage on the edge of 
Chelmsford, Essex, on a cold afternoon in 
January 1975, we were moving towards 
the final stages in creating a monthly magazine that, 
30 years on, is still at the heart of anti-fascist and anti¬ 
racist activism. 

A few issues of Searchlight in newspaper format had 
appeared in the mid-1960s with very large print runs, 
edited by two Labour MPs who went on to become 
ministers, Reg Freeson and the late and greatly missed 
Joan Lestor. I was the research editor. In the late 1960s 
I was offered the editorship but declined on the grounds 
that the newspaper was not what was needed. Instead 
we set up a press bureau specialising in stories on the 
extreme right, which worked across the media, and 
established some overseas contacts. 

We also produced an anti-fascist bulletin and in 1974 
we decided to test the water with a one-off publication, 
A Well Oiled Nazi Machine. Like our earlier publications 
it revealed information from our moles inside the far 
right and news from other anti-fascists. It sold like hot 
cakes and encouraged us to start a monthly magazine. 

The late Maurice Ludmer, our late photographer 
Mike Cohen, one of Britain’s foremost graphics artists 
Ken Sprague, and my ex-wife Jo all contributed but the 
main driving force was, and remain, intelligence. 

The first issue of Searchlight in February 1975 was 
small and slightly tatty in appearance but full of 
information that could not be found anywhere else. 

The content covered a number of overlapping themes. 
We looked at fascist and racist violence, and infiltration of 
institutions including the police, armed forces, civil service 
and prison service. We investigated links that MPs and 
councillors might have with extremist ideas or groups. 

We recognised that antisemitism was the bedrock of 
British fascism. We singled out trends towards terrorism, 
religious extremism, neo-colonialism and apartheid . 

From the USA we reported links between the 
Republican right and nazi eugenecists and the early 
rumblings of outright terror groups such as The Order. 

Over the next few years we drew circles around key 
figures such as the Italian terrorist millionaire Roberto 
Fiore, the British nazi godfather Colin Jordan, John Tyndall, 
who led the National Front and then founded the British 
National Party, Nick Griffin, now leader of the BNFJ the 


historical revisionist writer David Irving and Roger Pearson. 

Later we covered the emergent international nazi 
music scene and revealed how the security services in 
the postwar years recruited some of the worst 
perpetrators of Nazi wartime genocide. We drove forward 
the campaigns around many of these themes: racist 
football hooligans, nazi music gigs and pursuing Nazi war 
criminals in Kent, Nottingham and Scotland. 

Some exposes, such as our revelation of far-right 
sympathisers within the Tory Party during the Thatcher 
years, earned us the reward of two of our journalists 
being threatened with murder. 

Our world exclusive revealing that there was a British 
section of the secret Gladio network, which turned out to 
be Column 88, a nazi paramilitary group, did not sit well 
with our Intelligence Services. 

At the height of the campaign against the nazi 
terror group Combat 18 in the mid 1990s, a letter 
bomb was posted to our editor and his pregnant wife, 
and colleagues in Scandinavia were bombed and in one 
case shot dead. 

Always high on the agenda were the links between 
those in the NF and later the BNP who cloaked 
themselves in the national flag and the hardcore nazism 
of these parties’ leaders. 

Alongside the development of Searchlight magazine 
has been our massive input across the media in 
producing, researching and writing TV documentaries 
and major press stories. 

The February 1975 Searchlight appeared with me as 
editor and Maurice Ludmer as my deputy. Maurice 
worked at the heart of the trade union movement in 
Birmingham and that, plus the availability of donated 
office space and a volunteer staff, made us decide to 
base the magazine there. When I left the editor’s seat for 
full-time work in television, Maurice took over. I returned 
in 1983 after Maurice’s untimely death in 1981. 

Steve Silver took over in the late 1990s, the 
magazine’s appearance has improved beyond 
recognition, and the standard of research and writing 
often achieves brilliance in the capable hands of Nick 
Lowles. We still manage to take the rise out of our 
enemies, much to their disdain and to the irritation of 
even a few of our supporters, but as our American 
colleague Lenny Zeskind has always said despite the 
seriousness of our work, “fighting fascists can be fun”. 
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fighting years 


Campaigning 

April 1975 No 3 

The growth of racist violence 

An open letter to the Home Secretary 
The Rt Hon Roy Jenkins MP PC 

DEAR SIR, 

It is with deep concern that many democrats 
view the increasing amount of violence being 
used by members of the National Front and 
kindred groups, the growth without prosecution 
of blatant racist propaganda in many forms and 
the hardening line that is being taken by both 
police and magistrates throughout the country 
towards those who oppose this growing threat to 
our democratic lifestyle and our institutions. 

In the first issue of Searchlight we published a 
diary of recent racist violence, which we know 
has been passed on to you at the Home Office ... 

There is evidence that these violent activities 
are part of a planned campaign of terror and 
intimidation by the National Front... 

We hope ... that you will, Sir, take immediate 
steps for a more just policy towards those 
who support democracy and against those who 
would destroy it. 

We remain yours, respectfully, 

The Editors 
Searchlight. 


April 1987 No 142 

Death Camp Trainee Lives in 
Peterborough 

FOR MANY YEARS, the Soviet Union has been 
asking for the deportation of Ukrainians whom it 
accused of having been involved in war crimes 
under the Nazi occupation. True to form, the 
British government refused the requests. So far, 
most of them remain untraced. But documents 
obtained by Searchlight reveal that one of those 
named, and now known to be living in 
Peterborough, went to a special centre where SS 
men were trained to run concentration camps. 
It was the same camp attended by Ukrainian 
John Demjanjuk, known as Ivan the Terrible, 
currently on trial in Israel for crimes against 
humanity carried out at Treblinka death camp. 

The man is Lev Marnitski, who joined the SS in 
1942. He trained at Trawniki SS Centre in Poland 
where instructors imparted the special skills 
needed to run the camps. Marnitski is accused of 
being involved in mass executions of prisoners at 
a death camp near Ponyatove in 1943. 

From his home in Peterborough, where he is a 
well-known member of the Ukrainian exile 
community, Marnitski denies the charges 
against him. 
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Cable Street 60 years on 


SHUT 
PE 


THE 



Arrti^scists fight back 

100,000 leaflets distributed so far 


October 1996 No 256 

Shut Down the Peddlers of 
Hate 

NAZI CDS WHICH celebrate the Holocaust and 
call for the murder of Jews, blacks and Asians 
are being produced, pressed and distributed in 
Britain. In this 12-page special feature 
Searchlight blows the lid off the international 
nazi music scene. We expose the leaders of 
the nazi music scene, the bands, the record 
companies, the distribution networks, and the 
international connections. For the first time, 
Searchlight can reveal how major European 
record companies are being duped into 
mastering and pressing extreme nazi CDs. 

The new CD by nazi band No Remorse is a 
sickening collection of obscene and violent 
racial hatred. The album’s racist lyrics 
advocate the murder of blacks, Jews and 
Asians. A special Searchlight investigation 
can now identify the band members, record 
labels and distribution networks responsible 
for peddling this illegal racist filth. 
Our inquiries have also revealed for the first 
time that this CD and other nazi CDs were 
unwittingly mastered and pressed by a major 
British production company, Nimbus 
Manufacturing UK. 

Searchlight demands that the authorities 
take immediate action against those 
responsible for consciously spreading a 
message of nazi genocide. 

May 2002 No 323 

Anti-fascists fight back 

AS WE GO to press over 100,000 individual 
anti-fascist leaflets have been distributed in 
the run-up to the local elections by numerous 
organisations. Everywhere this material has 
gone out, the criminality of the British 
National Party has been exposed. Most of the 
work has been door-to-door leafleting in areas 
that the BNP regards as its strongholds. 

In Oldham anti-fascists are out leafleting 
several times a week and had one mass 
leafleting session in April to which over 100 
people turned up. 

In Burnley anti-fascists have also been 
doing door-to-door leafleting. They had a 
major success when their campaign against 
the BNP’s Burnley Bravepages website resulted 
in the Canadian service provider closing 
it down. 

Bradford Trades Council has spearheaded 
the campaign against the BNP locally. 
In addition to weekly leafleting sessions it has 
also been organising a major event for the end 
of April. The wide distribution of the anti¬ 
fascist leaflet, the Burnley & Padiham Gazette , 
has caused consternation in the local 
BNP branch. 

In Bexley door-to-door leafleting has been 
carried out every week with a mass leafleting 
planned for the end of April. 

In Sunderland anti-fascists have been doing 
door-to-door leafleting, with the support of 
the Northern Region of the TUC. 
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Anti-racists 
back Searchlight 

January 1977 No 20 

Editorial 

SEARCHLIGHT SAW 1976 out at Birmingham Crown Court when the 
Stipendiary Magistrate, Mr John Milward, ruled out an attempt by 
Colin Jordan, former leader of the neo-nazi British Movement, to have the 
editor committed to trial for criminal libel. 

In his summing up Mr Milward launched into an attack on Searchlight 
describing it as “scurrilous and disreputable” and expressing concern because 
we had given advanced notice of “National Front and other racist meetings, 
marches and rallies”. “For what other purpose,” he asks, “than creating 
disorder and violence?” 

In our opinion we feel we have every right to inform anti-fascists and 
democrats of intended racist provocations. We repeat yet again that the very 
fact that racist demonstrations and meetings are organised are themselves 
acts of violence, and a blow at the human dignity of those they denigrate. 

What we find incredible in all this is the way in which things are stood on 
their head and by implication the rights are with the fascists and racists; that 
one must give way to reaction. 

The Birmingham Post and the Birmingham Evening Mail (in its early edition) 
carried the headline “Magazine Accused of Racial Incitement” (which only 
goes to prove that Alice still does live in Wonderland), and the Post ran an 
editorial entitled “False Friends”. 

There was swift reaction to this attack on Searchlight and within days a 
number of organisations issued a strongly worded press statement, which we 
reproduce in full. 

“The comments of the Stipendiary magistrate, Mr John Milward, concerning 
the magazine Searchlight, cannot be allowed to go unchallenged. Nor indeed, 
can the editorial in the Birmingham Evening Post, December 3. 

“We, the representatives of various organisations, place on record our 
support for Searchlight in its consistent opposition to, and exposure of the 
activities of the racist and fascist organisations. Far from being ‘sinister and 
scurrilous’ we find it a most valuable and worthwhile source of information 
that is unobtainable elsewhere in the Media. 

“Furthermore, we find it strange and bizarre that Mr Milward should condemn 
those combating racialists. Surely the fact that political organisations deliberately 
go out of their way to organise racist demonstrations and meetings is what 
should be condemned. That is the real violence so far as we are concerned. 

“Coloured immigrants are the victims of a continuous barrage of racist 
propaganda and physical assaults as a result of these activities. As we all know 
from the example of Nazi Germany, if fascism succeeds, its ultimate victims will 
be white democrats as well as black immigrants. The truth of the matter is that 
there should be no room for racist activities in a civilised society. 

“As for the editorial in the Birmingham Evening Post, headed ‘False Friends', 
we know who they are and as far as we are concerned, Searchlight is not 
amongst them. We certainly have more confidence in that publication than in the 
Birmingham Press about which we have had frequent occasions to complain. 

“Maurice Ludmer, editor of Searchlight is one of the few journalists in 
Britain whom immigrants can trust and support. He most certainly does not 
qualify as one of those who is ‘out to catch votes to increase their power’ 
quite the contrary. To our knowledge over many years he has withstood 
considerable pressure, threats and attempts and physical intimidation, all 
intended to silence him. It is precisely because of his long record in opposing 
racism, without using his position for self gain, that he has our trust. 

Jack Turner, Chairman, West Midlands Labour Party Race Relations Action 
Committee; Tony Huq, National President Bangladesh Workers’ Association 
U.K.; Jagmohan Joshi, National General Secretary, Indian Workers’ 
Association, G.B.; Mohammed Tunis, General Secretary, Kashmiri Workers' 
Union U.K.; Dr S.A. Khan, President Pakistani Welfare Society; 

Clare Short, director All Faiths for One Race; Maurice Andrews, Secretary 
Hararrtbee, the Afro-Caribbean Self-Help Organisation; 

David Perris, Secretary, Birmingham Trades Council and Action Committee 
against Racism, Birmingham.” 


Against 

JL m mmm 

antisemitism 


November 2000 No 305 

How a Tory Shadow Minister 
shared a platform with the 
leading antisemite who speaks 
for Britain’s small businesses 


The company they keep 


THE FEDERATION OF Small Business, which 
claims to represent the interests of small 
companies ... is being represented by one of 
Britain’s leading distributors of antisemitic 
material. 

Don Martin, leader of the British League of 
Rights and also owner of Bloomfield Books, is 
Chairman of the FSB Policy Unit, holding one 
of the most important positions within the 
organisation. This news will be a severe 
embarrassment to David Heathcoat-Amory, 
the Shadow Trade and Industry Secretary, 
who only last month shared a platform with 
Martin at a fringe meeting at the Tory Party 
conference. 

At the meeting, entitled: “Small Firms - What 
Future?”, Martin spoke out against the high price 
of fuel. The FSB, under Martin’s direction, is 
campaigning for a maximum price of 50p a litre. 

With over 150,000 members, the FSB is 
considered to be one of Britain’s most powerful 
interest groups .... 

Born in Australia, Martin was dispatched to 
Britain in 1970 by his political guru, Eric Butler, 
leader of the hardline antisemitic League of 
Rights and publisher of The International Jew. 
This notoriously antisemitic book was subtitled: 
“The Truth about the Protocols of Zion”, and 
made the bizarre claim that Hitler had been part 
of the Jewish conspiracy because his policies 
had resulted in the dispersal of Jews throughout 
the world which could now be more easily 
subverted. 

On arriving in Britain, Martin^ 
immediately launched the 
British League of Rights as 
a pseudo-respectable 
front and it instantly 
became involved in 
anti-Common Market 
campaigning ... 

Asked whether Martin’s ' 
politics would prove 
an embarrassment to 
the organisation [FSB], 
a spokesman said “what 
we get officers to do is 
to stick to issues relating 
to the FSB”, adding: “with 
155,000 members, we are 
not a badge-issuing organ¬ 
isation. We do not say that 
all the carpenters are 
good.” 
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fighting years 


Exposing fascist 
terror 


September 1980 No 63 

The men behind the 
Bologna Massacre 

ON AUGUST 2nd Bologna witnessed the worst 
fascist atrocity since the Second World War. 
Eighty-two people died when a bomb left in a 
waiting room ripped apart the railway station 
on the first day of the Italian summer 
vacation, the one day guaranteed to be the 
busiest of the year for one of the country’s 
busiest stations. 

Responsibility for the blast was claimed by 
the Armed Revolutionary Nuclei (NAR), a Nazi 
terror group born out of a coming together of 
the groups responsible for many of the most 
bloody terrorist actions of the 1960s and 
early 70s. 

After a series of gaol sentences, atrocities 
and internal conflicts, a number of dislocated 
fascist terror groups came together under the 
banner of the Armed Revolutionary Nuclei 
(NAR) in 1977. Most were based on Tuscany, 
and already had widely overlapping 
memberships. 

Making up the bulk of the new alliance were 
Ordine Nuovo (New Order), Ordine Nero (Black 
Order), and Avanguardia Nazionale (National 
Vanguard). Its leadership moved across the 
border to the south of France to elaborate and 
prepare for a new strategy of terror. 


August 1981 No 74 

British Nazis plan 
carnival massacre 

IT HAS BEEN clear for some time that British 
Nazis are up to their necks in co-operating with 
groups and individuals responsible for the 
spate of terrorist outrages which have rocked 
Europe since late 1980. 

Recent investigations by Searchlight and 
Granada’s World in Action team have 
established beyond any doubt: 
n that British Nazis are providing safehouses 
for wanted fascist killers; 
n that members of the Far Right in this country 
are heavily involved in the manufacture and 
trafficking of guns and ammunition; 
n most frightening of all, that British nazis have 
well advanced plans to commit a major terrorist 
outrage at this year’s Notting Hill Carnival which 
is intended to leave hundreds dead. 


July 2000 No 301 

Copeland trial - the guilty are still at large 

THE CONVICTION OF David Copeland appears to close the chapter on a 
series of bombings that left three people dead and over 100 injured. 
For 13 days he brought fear to the heart of London’s diverse communities. 
Unfortunately, Copeland is unlikely to be the last to carry out such acts of 
terror. Since the early 1990s the theory of violent race war, developed in the 
United States, has permeated the British far right. 

However, the police seemed unprepared for this threat. Not only have they 
admitted to having no knowledge of Copeland’s activities before the 
bombings, they also seem not to have appreciated the effect that 
inflammatory racist propaganda has in inspiring individuals to commit racist 
attacks. In 1993 Searchlight told a Home Affairs Select Committee inquiry into 
racial harassment and attacks of the growing impact of US terrorist ideas on 
the extreme right wing in Britain. The police completely failed to comprehend 
these ideas and dismissed the submission, claiming that any links that did 
exist were between individuals rather than organisations. 

After Copeland so obviously took his cue from the US, one hopes that the 
police and security services will change their approach. The people who 
wrote, articulated and distributed the propaganda that fuelled Copeland’s 
fantasies remain at large. As long as this continues to be soothers will follow 
in Copeland’s footsteps. 

Searchlight first to identify Copeland 

As the Copeland trial drew to a close the Metropolitan Police acknowledged 
in a press conference that they had received Copeland’s name several hours 
before the identification by Paul Mifsud, one of Copeland’s work colleagues. 
While they did not reveal the source of this information, they did admit that 
the Anti-Terrorist Squad was not informed for several days. 

Searchlight can reveal that it was we who identified Copeland’s name, 
which we passed to the police through a third party. However, it seems that 
London Special Branch sat on the information before informing the 
investigating team. Although Copeland could not have been arrested sooner, 
the information, which included his connection to the British National Party, 
would have made him a far more important suspect. Special Branch’s 
reluctance to share this information is likely to have stemmed from its lack of 
knowledge of Copeland, a fact confirmed at the press briefing. This is despite 
the fact that Copeland was an active BNP member for several months, during 
which time he attended numerous party activities, and was also a regional 
organiser of the National Socialist Movement. 
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Exposing 
racist theory 

April 1978 No 34 

Prof. Eysenck’s letter to The 
Times: Our answer 

FROM TIME TO TIME Searchlight has been critical of 
Professor Eysenck and his psychological theories. Now 
through the letters column of The Times , Eysenck has 
issued a thundering denunciation of the National Front on 
March 16: “Both Professor Jensen and I are strongly 
opposed to any form of racialism including that advocated 
by the National Front”. 

All well and good. Or so it appears. 

But why has it taken so long for Professor Eysenck to 
come out and issue such a statement? Eysenck started his 
letter: “In recent weeks the National Front have used my 
name and that of Professor A. Jensen in their propaganda”. 

In this way Eysenck conveys the impression that his 
letter is timely because the NF have only recently started 
quoting his work. Here the professor is being less than 
open. Searchlight knows for a fact that Eysenck was 
aware the NF was quoting his work nearly two years ago. 
A fellow academic psychologist at that time sent 
Eysenck copies of such NF propaganda. 

Then, Eysenck seemed to be completely unconcerned. 
He replied “The devil can quote scripture. These things are 
sent to try us and there is little that can be done about it”. 
So why does Eysenck now believe that something, in the 
shape of a letter to The Times, can be done? 

We can only point out that recently an increasing 
number of academics have become concerned about 
Eysenck. There has been pressure on him by senior 
academics to disassociate himself from the National 
Front. In fact, the whole issue of Eysenck’s attitude 
towards racism was about to become a matter of public 
debate anyway. 


Eysenck’s letter, therefore, can be interpreted as an 
attempt to head off a storm of criticism before it breaks. 
This would explain its sudden appearance. And also its 
lack of complete frankness. In his letter, Eysenck 
suggests that his theories, far from supporting racism, 
“give strong support to those who are opposed to racist 
doctrines”. According to Eysenck, there is “a great deal of 
overlap between any racial or national groups that have 
ever been studied”. 

In Eysenck’s opinion, racists deny this overlap; 
therefore, Eysenck’s theories cannot be racist. However, 
this argument is completely spurious. It is not true, as 
Eysenck alleges, “to the racist all members of a given 
group are inferior to all members of another”. Even the 
National Front is not so stupid as to suggest this. 

Eysenck himself should know this. Amongst the NF 
propaganda he was sent nearly two years ago, was 
Richard Verrall’s unpleasant article “The reality of race” 
in Spearhead , April 1976. 

Verrall specifically mentions the “overlap” between 
black and white intelligence: “The average overlap, i.e. 
where exceptional Negroes score the same as whites, is 
11 per cent...” etc and etc. 

Is Eysenck really going to suggest 
National Front are not racist 
because they agree with 
Eysenck’s theories of overlap? 

Regular readers of Searchlight 
may have spotted that Eysenck’s 
letter didn’t mention the interview 
he gave to Beacon , 1977, the 
magazine of the now defunct, 
openly racist National Party. 

Nor did it mention his continuing 
involvement with the racist 
Mankind Quarterly .... 

Until Eysenck clears up these 
matters, and until he recognizes 
that his theories do lend support 
to the National Front viewpoint, 
his disclaimers must be treated 
with some suspicion. 


that Verrall and the 



Academic Racism: South African & Nazi Links 


page 3 


February 1985 No 116 

Would you like to be ethnically monitored by this man? 


A JUNIOR MINISTER with responsibility for race issues in 
the Department of Employment has earned himself a 
reputation inside the department for his worrying attitude 
towards black people. 

Alan Clark, wealthy son of Lord Clark (of Civilisation 
fame), and MP for Plymouth, Sutton since 1974, took up his 
junior minister post in DE in June 1983 after the election. 
One of his areas of responsibility is the vexed matter of 
introducing ethnic monitoring in Unemployment Benefit 
Offices; a proposal hotly opposed by many black 
organisations and by the main trade unions representing 
DE staff. 

Insulting 

On taking up the post he was briefed thoroughly on the 
question by a team of senior civil servants who tried to 
explain to him why black organisations were so strongly 
opposed to the idea. 

Their efforts seem, on the whole, to have been wasted. 
“You mean to say”, said the minister, “that they don’t want us 
collecting their names and addresses because they’re afraid 


we’re going to hand them over to the Immigration Service so 
they can send them all back to Bongo-Bongo land?” 

Such an insulting and insensitive remark would be bad 
enough coming from anyone with power and influence in 
government. Coming from a minister with responsibilities 
to ethnic minorities, it is quite intolerable. 

But Clark had already made a reputation over the years for 
his “robust” views. He even told one interviewer that his 
politics could be described as national socialist. In 1981 he 
complained that Home Secretary William Whitelaw was not 
being even-handed, by banning National Front marches 
while “young blacks damage shops, terrorise the white 
population, shout objectionable slogans at the monarchy 
and try to provoke the police”. 

A year later, calling for increased police recruitment, 
he spoke of “gangs of 50 young blacks looting shops in broad 
daylight”, and claimed that deterrents and prosecutions were 
inhibited by “what are loosely termed ‘community relations’.” 

It was these sorts of views that in 1969 had him banned 
from the Conservative Party’s list of approved parliamentary 
candidates. 
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fighting years 

Internationalist 


November 1975 No 8 

Chile: Colonia Dignidad 

A LARGE NUMBER of people and families live in the 
Colonia Dignidad, many of whom have German 
nationality. The society which owns it publishes 
advertisements every now and then in the West German 
press, inviting Germans to work on an agricultural farm 
in Chile. Many have arrived through reading these 
advertisements and have found, on arrival, that things 
were very different from what they had imagined ... 

The people who direct the colony cultivate the myth 
of the pure race and guide sexual relations between 
couples on these lines. All children born in Dignidad are 
indoctrinated from a very young age in Nazi ideology. 

October 1990 No 184 

Germany united: democracy or 
danger? Berlin 1990 

BY THE TIME Searchlight’s readers receive this issue, 
Germany will, after months of political wrangling and 
confusion, be unified into one state and already in the run¬ 
up to December’s national elections. 

Conventional political wisdom has been to greet this 
development as a welcome step towards ending the cold 
war and paving the way to a fully unified Europe and a more 
peaceful world. 

Yet it is as if people have been mesmerised by a 
development beyond all control. Few critical voices have 
been raised anywhere, and those opinions which have 
found expression, like the remarks of British ex-Trade 
Minister Nicholas Ridley, have tended to be based on an 
ignorant anti-German chauvinism rather than on a cool 
evaluation of the dangers a new and powerful Germany 
might pose. 


But the dangers are very real and can be seen in 
the nationalist groundswell that has developed in Germany 
since the collapse of the former Communist German 
Democratic Republic began in autumn last year. 

Reunification has had multiple and very contradictory 
effects on the extreme-right scene in what were the 
“two Germanies” and it is worth outlining some of them. 
It has to be said that the drive towards rapid unity has, for 
the time being, weakened the main electoral force of 
German fascism, the Republikaner Partei (REP), in what 
was West Germany. Only 15 months ago, the 
REP grabbed over two million votes in 
the European elections to take six 
seats in the European Parliament. 
From then until the autumn, shock 
election success followed shock 
election success until nothing, it 
seemed, could halt its progress. 

But then events in the east intervened 
and attention turned swiftly from West 
German internal issues to the question of 
whether reunification was a real possibility. 
Ironically the Republicans, as the most 
strident and consistent advocates of German 
unity, saw their support slide, while Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl’s ruling Christian Democrats 
(CDU) saw their chance to be the party that 
united a country divided since 1945. 

Quite simply, the CDU could make its long¬ 
standing “reunite the Fatherland” policy a reality, 
while the REP could only make propaganda for 
it and so those sections of the CDU attracted 
to the REP by its anti-immigration policies shifted back to 
their original party loyalties, leaving the REP to shout 
impotently from the sidelines. 

This provoked a crisis inside the REP and a whole series of 
purges, blood-lettings and the temporary resignation for 
tactical reasons of ex-Waffen SS man Franz Schonhuber as 
its “fuhrer”. It also weakened the REP organisationally with 
membership plunging from last year's 27,000 peak - in West 
Germany - to around 15,000 today ... 

In short, it is a situation pregnant with horrific potential. 
Leaders of the ethnic minority and Jewish communities in 
Germany have been made painfully aware of this by the 
recent surge of violent racist and antisemitic incidents and 
view reunification with a mixture of caution and trepidation. 

The international anti-fascist movement should make 
itself similarly aware of the potential dangers, because the 
aggressive nationalism that produced the reunification 
process may not yet have assumed its final form by 
any means. 


March 1992 No 201 


Neo-nazi circle of evil 


SUNDAY 17 NOVEMBER 1991. A quiet forest cemetery on 
the outskirts of former East Berlin. Under a constant 
drizzle the quietness is punctuated only by the sound of 
footsteps on gravel paths and the strains of the traditional 
German military hymn, I had a comrade. 

The music is provided by a brass band of the German 
airforce, which is on duty together with an elite unit of the 
German army. The soldiers are in semi-combat order and 
bearing automatic rifles. 

The army mounts an armed guard over a monument to 
the 20,000 German soldiers buried in the surrounding 
woodland. A ceremony of wreath-laying is about to begin. 

Officials from the German defence ministry and 
Bundeswehr, and the mayor of the local community are 
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all present. This is the second such event since German 
reunification one year before. 

Werner E Ablasz, chief of the Strausberg office of the 
federal German defence ministry, delivers an oration 
denouncing war and containing a plea for peace in 
the world. His short speech over, the Bundeswehr 
lays its wreath. 

On the surface nothing to complain or protest about, 
but this is Halbe, a special place. Here, in fact, among the 
20,000 dead are numerous Waffen SS men. Even before the 
arrival of the official ceremonial party, the representatives 
of the SS had been there and had laid their own wreath, 
inscribed “to the fallen European heroes”. This came from 
the Kameradenwerk Korps Steiner. 

Next to it lies another wreath with the legend “you died 
for a holy Germany, not for traitors and scum”. This one 
was placed there by the present-day neo-nazi admirers 
of the Waffen SS, who are also marking the occasion of 
Hitler’s army’s last stand at the gates of Berlin. 

April 2002 No 322 

Right-wing populist tops 
Rotterdam poll 

ONE THIRD OF voters opted for local right-wing 
populist parties in the Dutch municipal elections on 
6 March in preference to the traditional mainstream 
parties. The 57.7% turnout was the lowest ever in 
such elections and the votes for local protest parties 
for the first time outstripped those of the Christian 
Democrats (CDA), traditionally the biggest party in 
municipal ballots. 

In Rotterdam, Pirn Fortuyn, the leading candidate of 
Leefbaar Rotterdam (liveable Rotterdam), saw his party 
emerge from nowhere to grab 17 seats on the city’s 
45-seat council. If repeated in the May general election, 
such a vote would enable Fortuyn and his allies to win 
18 seats in the 150-seat Dutch parliament. 

In November, Leefbaar Nederland, a new conservative 
and populist party, voted by an overwhelming majority to 
adopt Fortuyn as its leading candidate in the general 
election. In an interview with the newspaper 
De Volkskrant on the weekend of 9 February, Fortuyn 
readily confirmed his widely known views on Islam, 
discrimination and migration. Calling for the abolition of 
Article 1 of the Dutch Constitution, which guarantees the 
equal treatment of all citizens of The Netherlands, 
he called Islam “a backward culture” and declared that 
no more refugees should be allowed into the country. 

His remarks were not greeted with the acclaim he 
expected. Jan Nagel, the chairman 
of LN, and some other important 
founders of the party were left 
reeling by the vehemence of 
Fortuyn’s comments and expelled 
him from the party. 

Fortuyn immediately launched 
his own party, Lijst-Fortuyn, to 
enable him to contest the general 
election... 

The coming months and the 
parliamentary election on 15 May 
will be a real test of the ability of 
anti-fascists to convince Dutch 
people that a vote for a populist, 
neoliberal party with an anti¬ 
immigrant tinge will not, in any 
way, shape or form, solve any of 
their problems. 
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:k from the grave 

THE SS MARCH AGAIN 



Hope wins over hate! 

IT WAS SOON after one in the morning of Friday 11 June when 
Nick Griffin appeared on television. His face looked drawn, his 
hair even more greased over than usual and he was not in a 
happy mood. 

The election had been fixed, he announced to the ITV 
interviewer. “The BNP has been the victim of the worst political 
gerrymandering in British history”, he declared. Asked if he 
felt that he would still win a place in the European Parliament 
he looked doubtful. “There’s still three days for them [the 
establishment] to rig the vote.” 

There was nothing gracious in the voice of the British National 
Party leader. There were none of the nice smiles we have come 
to expect from Griffin. No, this was the nasty Griffin reverting to 
form. He sneered at the interviewer and blamed everyone but 
himself. The BNP had failed to make its long promised political 
breakthrough and he accused the whole world of conspiring 
against it. 

Griffin’s sour mood was in sharp contrast to his party’s high 
expectations entering the campaign. We had been told to expect 
a “political earthquake” with the party winning up to five MEPs 
and 60 council seats. 

Even into the final week the BNP was forecasting success. 
Commenting on the BNP’s poor showing in the national opinion 
polls, Voice of Freedom editor Martin Wingfield wrote on 5 June: 

“Nick Griffin believes the national baseline of support for the 
BNP averages out at around 11%, a little less when taking 
into account Scotland and Wales. With pollsters now showing 
those prepared to ‘own-up’ to BNP support at 3 to 4%, this 
means our actual support is around 9 to 12% and in line with 
party predictions.” 

Four days later, on the eve of the election, Griffin himself told 
supporters: “The British National Party is on target to take 
between 14 and 16% of the Euro vote in our key regions, winning 
a record number of council seats, positions on the Greater 
London Assembly, and breaking through with three or four MEPs. 

“We are on target, in short, for a political breakthrough!” 

In the end it simply did not happen. The BNP failed to make 
any advance in the council elections and if anything slipped back 
in its key areas. It failed to get anyone elected to the London 
Assembly and, more significantly, it did not get a single person 
elected to the European Parliament. 

It did secure a worrying 808,200 votes in the European 
election, just under 5% of the national poll. But without an MEP 
to show for it, and overshadowed by the phenomenal success of 
the UK Independence Party, there was no political earthquake. 
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fighting years 


Searchlight 
shines on 

By Steve Silver 

O n the 50th anniversary of the Battle of Cable 
Street - October 1986 - Searchlight produced a 
special edition that was mass mailed to every 
student union in the country. I had heard of 
Searchlight before but, like a lot of people, had never 
seen a copy of the magazine, and that was how as a 
student union activist I obtained my first copy 
Anti-fascism wasn’t a cause that groups were 
clamouring to be involved in during the dark 
Thatcher years of the 1980s. Perhaps the left felt that 
its hands were full enough trying to get “Maggie out!” 
but I was drawn to the small band of anti-fascists who 
were still organised against the National Front and other 
far-right groups. 

I first came to work closely with Searchlight when the 
Union of Jewish Students and Searchlight organised a 
joint campaign to bring to justice Nazi war criminals 
who were living in Britain. As the campaign stepped up 
it was the flamboyant Searchlight photographer Mike 
Cohen who took the publicity shots while Gerry Gable 
and others provided the hard evidence on the murderers 
who had assumed normal lives in Britain after the war. 

Within no time I was volunteering at Searchlight. 
In those days Searchlight had no computers - this was 
before the desktop publishing revolution - and the 
magazine was laid out during one long evening 
session every month by a team led by professional 
graphic designers, and including less able volunteers 
with tea making abilities, cutting and pasting galleys 
onto the page. 

When Anti-Fascist Action launched the music 
initiative Cable Street Beat in the late 1980s they were 
looking for a veteran of the struggles in the East End of 
London in the 1930s to speak at a gig. I went to see 
Solly Kaye, a one-time well known communist 
councillor who had been active during the period, to 
ask him to do it. He was only too willing and while 
we chatted I showed him some recent fascist material 
that I had gathered so he would be aware of the kind 
of material that was currently in circulation. I hadn’t 
told him that I had any contact with Searchlight, so the 
first thing he said to me was “have you passed this on to 
Searchlight?” It turned out that Solly had been a 
supporter of Searchlight since its earliest days. 

And of course Solly was not alone. Many of those who 
had been active in the original anti-fascist struggles saw 
Searchlight as a crucial weapon against the fascists of 
the future. It was through Searchlight that I first met 
Spanish Civil War veterans, members of the 43 Group 
and of course many others involved in the more recent 
struggles of the 1960s and 1970s. It was clear that 


Searchlight was a living link to our anti-fascist past. 

Over the years our enemies have tried to portray 
Searchlight as being of one ideological persuasion 
or another, but the truth was and is that those 
who contribute to the magazine come from different 
perspectives. All we have in common is the desire to 
combat fascism and racism and put together a 
publication that furthers that aim. The key to our 
longevity is that, as we are not controlled by one party or 
grouping, we are not subject to the fallout of internal 
splits or other machinations. 

Over recent years we have increased the number of 
pages in Searchlight and tried to broaden our appeal 
with the knowledge that while we are all nostalgic for 
past struggles and movements what is needed is to bring 
new people into the fold for the future. Our biggest 
success in this area over recent years has been 
Trade Union Friends of Searchlight, supported by all the 
main unions and thousands of individual trade 
unionists across Britain. 

This autumn we will be redesigning the magazine and 
while the core work of the magazine will not change - 
bringing the results of our investigations to anti-fascists 
- we also intend to strengthen our features and other 
material that readers find valuable. 

Desktop publishing, email and digital photography 
have changed the face of magazine publishing. 
However, new technology does not change the fact that 
the struggles we face today are as great as they ever were. 
We have never faced such a serious electoral threat as 
the British National Party poses to us. Therefore, 
Searchlight’s work in exposing the true character of 
organised racism in Britain is at least as important today 
as it was when the first edition was stuck together on 
Gerry Gable's kitchen table. 

We thank all of our readers who have supported us 
over the past 30 years. All of us who bring the magazine 
to you every month are looking forward to shining 
Searchlight into the dark corners of society for the next 
30 years - and beyond - when the BNP will be but a 
distant memory. w 
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SPAIN 

'Dirty war’ trial opens in Madrid 

AN ARGENTINIAN FORMER navy officer went on trial in 
Spain last month on charges of genocide, torture and 
terrorism during his country's “dirty war" over two 
decades ago. Adolfo Scilingo is the first person to be tried 
in Spain for crimes against humanity committed abroad. 

Scilingo had been on hunger strike since mid- 
December in protest at his prosecution. He voluntarily 
went to Spain in 1997 to testify before Baltazar Garzon, 
a judge in the National Court who since the late 1990s 
has been leading an investigation into human rights 
violations by the military regimes in Argentina and Chile. 

Scilingo admitted to throwing 30 drugged, naked 
dissidents out of planes into the Atlantic, which led 
Judge Garzon to jail him. Scilingo has since recanted his 
testimony. 

This case is the latest in a growing body of 
international law that allows courts to judge human 
rights crimes allegedly committed in another, regardless 
of the suspects’ nationality. 

FRANCE 

Le Pen under investigation 

FRENCH PROSECUTORS HAVE ordered a criminal 
investigation after the right-wing extremist leader Jean- 
Marie Le Pen said the Nazi occupation of France during the 
Second World War was “not especially inhumane”. 

The 76-year-old Front National leader, who has a history 
of controversial outbursts, made the comments in an 
interview with the small far-right paper Rivarol. 

“In France at least, the German occupation was not 
especially inhumane, even if there were a number of 
excesses - inevitable in a country of 550,000 sq km”, he 
said, adding, “If the Germans had carried out mass 
executions across the country as the received wisdom 
would have it then there wouldn’t have been any need for 
concentration camps for political deportees.” 

Dominique Perben, the Justice Minister, said Le Pen had 
insulted the Nazis’ victims, their families, former 
combatants, those who were deported and all those who 
suffered during this dark period of our history. 

Le Pen, who founded the Front National in 1972, has been 
convicted of racism and antisemitism before and in 1987 
described the Nazi gas chambers as a “detail of history”. 

GERMANY 

Call for Nazi symbols ban 

GERMAN POLITICIANS HAVE called for a Europe-wide 
ban on Nazi insignia following widespread outrage over 
Prince Harry wearing a swastika armband and Nazi 
Afrika Korps uniform at a fancy dress party. “Prince 
Harry really lacked taste,” said Wolfgang Bosbach, 
deputy leader of Germany’s conservative Christian 
Democratic parliamentary group, adding that it was 
possible that European justice ministers would discuss 
introducing a European prohibition on displaying the 
swastika and other Nazi symbols at their next meeting. 

Silvana Koch-Merin, who heads Germany’s liberal 
Free Democrats in the European Parliament, has also 


called for a ban to be put on the justice ministers’ 
agenda, while Dieter Wiefelspiitz, a Social Democratic 
party specialist on legal questions, said Nazi symbols 
were reminders of a “humiliating” and “deathly” 
concept of humanity. A ban throughout the EU is 
unlikely to happen, however, as many governments 
misguidedly consider it would conflict with the right to 
free speech. 

SPAIN 

'Ridiculous’ fine for racist abuse 

A fine of €600 (£420) imposed on Atletico Madrid for 
racist abuse by fans at a league match was “ridiculous”, a 
Spanish anti-racist group has said. “The Spanish Sports 
Council is failing to honour its word and fight against 
racism,” said Carlos Ferreira, the national coordinator of 
United Against Racism in Football. 

The Spanish Football Federation (RFEF) fined Atletico 
after the referee Alfonso Perez Burrull noted in his match 
report that Real Madrid fullback Roberto Carlos had been 
singled out for racist abuse in a recent league match. 
The fine was low because the RFEF considered the club had 
done all it could to prevent the incidents by asking the fans 
to stop the abuse over the public address system. 

In December, Albacete were fined the same amount 
when a referee reported that Barcelona striker Samuel 
Eto’o had been racially abused in a league match. Two of 
the fans involved in this incident were fined €6,000 and 
banned from stadiums for five months. 

The Spanish football authorities have trumpeted their 
determination to clamp down on the problem of racist 
abuse by supporters at football matches following vicious 
outbreaks of racism by fans in recent months - including 
against black England players at two international friendlies 
- but the latest derisory fines cast serious doubt on the 
strength of their commitment. 

CANADA 

Hate group founder charged 

GLENN BAHR, founder of the now defunct hate group 
Western Canada For Us (WCFU), has been arrested and 
charged with the wilful promotion of hate. Formed by 
Bahr and Peter Kouba in January of 2004, WCFU 
was based in Edmonton and Calgary but quickly grew 
to include members and sympathisers in Winnipeg, 
Red Deer, and Vancouver. 

During its brief but unpleasant heyday, the group 
operated a website featuring extensive hate propaganda 
and offering downloadable electronic books including 
the notorious terrorist blueprint The Turner Diaries, 
which advocates the genocide of Jews and blacks and 
inspired the Oklahoma City bomber Timothy McVeigh. 
WCFU also staged demonstrations in Edmonton in 
support of the imprisoned German-Canadian 
Holocaust denier Ernst Ziindel. 

As well as the website material, a human rights 
complaint filed against Bahr identifies internet postings 
from him referring to Aboriginals as “vermin” and 
stating that he wants to get a swastika tattoo because 
“dead or alive Hitler is my fiihrer”. 
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Nazi makes 
surprise confession 
to armed robbery 

From Kristian Hansen for Monitor and 
Antifa-Net in Bergen 

THE NEW YEAR got off to a good start with the long- 
awaited trial of the notorious nazi thugs, Daniel de 
Linde and Terje Sjolie, for an armed robbery at an Oslo 
bank in April 2003. 

On trial with them are two well known criminals, who 
are charged with participating in the planning and 
execution of the robbery. De Linde also has to answer to 
a second count of armed robbery as well as further 
charges of having illegal weapons at his home. 

De Linde and Sjolie are no strangers to anti-fascists 
and the police. Sjolie was a leader of the Oslo-based 
nazi goon squad, the Boot Boys, and organised an 
illegal Rudolf Hess commemoration march in which 
he made a highly inflammatory speech claiming that, 
“immigrants rob, rape and kill Norwegians every day”. 
He has also served time for armed robbery in the 
recent past. 

De Linde likewise has long been a part of the nazi 
scene, with a string of convictions for violence and 
threats, possession of illegal firearms and shootings. 

It was on 23 April 2003 that the mixed gang of nazis 
and criminals robbed at gunpoint an armoured 
transport van of a crate containing over £300,000 before 
fleeing the scene in a vehicle they had stolen some time 



previously. Up to that point, the robbery seems to have 
been very professionally executed. This has given rise to 
speculation that hardened armed robbers might be 
selling robbery plans to less professional individuals 
and gangs. 

However, the raid then went pear shaped and the 
police were soon able to get the better of the gang. 
The crate was equipped with a homing device and 
ampoules of dye were set to explode in the event 
of an unauthorised attempt to open the crate, 
permanently marking the contents and making the 
banknotes unusable. 

Within hours of the robbery, the police knew where 
the crate had been stashed. They then mounted a 
spectacular sting operation in which they managed to 
exchange the crate for an identical one ... sans the cash! 
A clandestine police search of the location revealed that 
the original crate had been put inside a larger crate with 
a lead lining in a futile attempt to stop the homing 
signals from escaping. 

The police just sat and waited, eventually pouncing 
when de Linde turned up to retrieve the substitute crate 
from its hiding place. In a later swoop on de Linde’s 
home, the police found three sub-machine guns, three 
rifles, an automatic rifle and a considerable amount of 
illegal ammunition. 

Both de Linde and Sjolie profess to have cut all ties 
with their nazi pasts, a common ploy (like wearing a 
suit) when nazis stand trial. De Linde claims to have 
reformed when his son was born, but since then has 
committed two armed robberies all the same. 

De Linde also claimed to have cut his links with the 
nazi scene when he was on trial in 2003 for blowing up 
an alleged immigrant gang member’s BMW the previous 
year in an effort to “rid the area of crime”. 

Questioned by the police about the robbery, de Linde 
declined to give any answers and therefore it was 
a surprise when he made a full confession in court. 
His explanation is that he does not speak to the police as 
a matter of principle. 

His co-defendants have lodged not guilty pleas and 
are sticking to them. However, the prosecution is 
confident that its evidence, including transcripts from 
wiretaps, will lead to the conviction of all four. 

As Searchlight went to press the verdict was not known. 



unprovoked' 

On 5 June, police in The Hague violently broke up an attempt by 
350 anti-fascists to block a demonstration by a ragbag of fascist 
Nederlandse Volks Unie (Dutch People's UnionJ » 


Disaster in Dagenham 

The Dagenham ward where the British National Party won a 
council by-election month was the most winnable in the country 
in the party's estimation. Barking and Dagenham has long been 
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ITALY 

Ministers mix 
with outright 
fascists 


Alfio Bernabei 

SIX RACISTS WHO received six-month prison sentences 
when a tribunal found them guilty of xenophobic 
behaviour and incitement to racial hatred were publicly 
comforted and reassured by none other than the Justice 
Minister, Roberto Castelli. In a show of support he went 
to visit them in Verona, northern Italy, and lambasted 
the judge who had imposed the sentences. 

Castelli is a member of the xenophobic Northern 
League, the party in the coalition government that, 
with the help of Gianfranco Fini’s National Alliance, 
four years ago devised the anti-immigration law that 
has been criticised as the harshest in Europe. The six 
had incited racial hatred during attempts to remove 
travellers from a site they had occupied. In passing his 
sentence the Judge cited the Mancino law, a piece of 
legislation that was amended in 1993 to combat racial, 
ethnic and religious discrimination. This law is 
the main plank of anti-racist legislation in Italy but is 
now under threat. Many right-wing MPs want it 
scrapped. They say it interferes with the right of 
freedom of expression. 

Another minister in Silvio Berlusconi’s government 
was at the centre of an episode that raised questions 
about the company he keeps. Gianni Alemanno, in 
charge of Agriculture, was attending a meeting at Rome 
University when what appeared to be a posse of his 
supporters launched a savage attack against students 
who had gathered for a peaceful demonstration outside 
the building. 

Although the meeting had been advertised as 
centred on agricultural issues, the students had 
noticed that among the contributors were fascist 
groups hiding behind “cultural associations”. One of 
them is called “2.11” which stands for the letters B and 
M in the Italian alphabet (Benito Mussolini, a numeric 
title clearly inspired by Combat 18). Another is “Foro 
753”, which is allowed to occupy a building in Rome 
owned by the Lazio Region whose president is 
Francesco Storace, an ex-volunteer in the Italian SS 
under Adolf Hitler. 

On their way to join the anti-fascist demonstration 
against the meeting, nine students were attacked by 
five individuals armed with iron bars and iron fists. 
According to the victims, who suffered severe injuries 
and had to be hospitalised, the aggressors were not 
students. It seems also unlikely they were police agents 


in civilian clothes. So who were they? Is Alemanno 
going around protected by “fascist squads” to beat 
up protesters? 

Alemanno’s political roots developed in fascist circles. 
In his youth he was arrested for his involvement in 
violent demonstrations and later became national 
secretary of the Fronte Della Gioventii, the youth wing of 
the fascist Movimento Sociale Italiano. Today the 
minister belongs to the “post fascist” National Alliance 
Party. Fini, the party secretary and now Foreign Minister, 
has selected him as his deputy. 

While the world comments on Berlusconi’s corruption 
charges that go unpunished only because of a statute of 
limitation, or looks aghast at the emerging evidence 
of links between the birth of his party Forza Italia and 
the Mafia, the steady rehabilitation of fascism taking 
place with the support of some of his ministers goes 
almost unreported. Among those worried at the turn of 
events is ANPI, the Association of partisans who fought 
against the nazi fascists in the Second World War. 

Commenting on the renaming of piazzas and streets 
after fascist leaders of the Mussolini period in towns 
controlled by right-wing councils, the president of ANPI 
and former partisan Massimo Rendina commented: 
“Perhaps we have underestimated Fini’s National 
Alliance claim that the merit of the party has been to 
have successfully spread among Italians the idea that 
fascism has to be re-evaluated as part of the nation’s 
historical heritage. A benign fascism that may have 
made some mistakes, why not, but that on the whole has 
had great merits. We see the rehabilitation of fascist 
leaders because this is a way to recognise the merits of 
fascism. After all Berlusconi himself speaks of fascism as 
a kind of holiday camp where anti-fascists were having a 
good time. The tendency is to forget the inhuman 
suffering people went through.” 

Rendina warned that the ultimate objective is more 
worrying still: “On the surface it seems that what they 
want to achieve is to make us believe that Mussolini 
wanted to get a larger Italy and make her powerful. 
In reality however they want people to believe that 
there is a need for a strong and authoritarian 
government right now.” 

This view is shared by Italy’s veteran journalist 
Giorgio Bocca, another former partisan, who adds 
that while Mussolini’s fascism dismantled the liberal 
state in the belief that an authoritarian regime would 
give it more strength, “Berlusconismo” is even worse 
because it appears intent on acquiring power in order 
to plunder and loot the nation and make private use of 
its institutions. 

The “salute” to this new fascism is spreading faster 
than expected. Judging from the lame response to Paolo 
Di Canio’s display of the Nazi-fascist straight-arm salute 
in a stadium in Rome last month, it looks as if there is a 
suicidal lack of insight and urgency about tackling the 
problem. Di Canio, after many years playing in the UK, 
is now a footballer in the Lazio team which draws huge 
crowds of supporters at home games. He celebrated 
Lazio’s 3-1 victory over Roma AS by giving the fascist 
salute to thousands of fans under the glare of television 
cameras. He admires Mussolini and has the word “Dux” 
(Duce) tattooed on his arm. Di Canio’s fascist salute 
went almost unreported for 24 hours. Even a leading 
left-wing daily gave it a single line in an article 
describing it simply as a “bad gesture”. It was only when 
the photograph of di Canio’s raised arm went round the 
world that the Italian media took notice. In Italy, the year 
2005 has started with ominous “fascist normality”. 
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Anti-globalism 
Russian style 

From Mara Vladimirova 
for Antifa-Net in Moscow 

THE WORDS “GLOBALISATION” and “anti-globalism” are 
quite new in the Russian language and still confusing for 
most of the population. In particular, it is difficult to 
explain who the anti-globalists really are and what they 
really stand for. 

From time to time the Russian media publish or 
broadcast reports about demonstrations by “anti-globalists” 
at international economic conferences held in the west, 
such as the G8 summits, but seldom provide any cogent 
analysis of the anti-globalist movement in Russia. 

Yet Russian delegates take part in the European Social 
Forum each year. Activists of the Left Front and some 
human rights activists attended the most recent conference 
in London last October. These Russian anti-globalists are 
close to and resemble their counterparts in the West. 


A minority of young people in Russia call themselves 
anti-globalists and try to copy western forms of left-wing 
struggle and ideas. These anti-globalists mostly live in 
Moscow and St Petersburg and know each other well. 
Flowever to the average Russian who knows anything about 
them, the ideas of this left-wing brand of anti-globalism are 
unclear and dangerous. 

At the same time, anti-globalist ideas are popular among 
Russian national patriots who link Russia’s political and 
economic crisis with the import of western-style democracy. 
Anti-Americanism is a key ingredient of the thinking and 
propaganda of these people, especially those from the Cold 
War generation, not least because they view the USA as the 
main factor in globalisation and as Russia’s main enemy. 

They claim that Russia has lost historic opportunities 
as a result of western-oriented politicians and that the 
policy of the USA is determined by finance houses that 
defend so-called “Zionist” interests. Russian national 
patriotic thinking assiduously builds a pseudo-logical 
structure of ideological cornerstones: anti-globalism, 
anti-Americanism and antisemitism. 

What passes for the quasi-official left in Russia is not 
immune to this. Gennadi Zuganov, leader of the Communist 
Party of the Russian Federation (CPRF), wrote in his book 
Over the Horizon in 1995: “The mentality, culture and 
ideology of the Western world are strongly influenced by 
growing Jewish power. The Jewish Diaspora traditionally 
controls the financial life of the continent and now dictates 
the main actions of the economic system in the West. 
Their [the Jews’] idea of a special mission and self¬ 
exclusivity in controlling the world has changed the Western 
mentality. In such circumstances, Slavic civilisation takes 
on an even more particular meaning.” For reasons best 
known to himself, Zuganov is fond of quoting one of the 


Far right bids to set agenda 

From Jean Raymond for Antifa-Net in Moscow 


VLADIMIR ZHIRINOVSKY, the ultra-rightist loudmouth 
politician, has again tried to hijack the Russian media 
with a series of vitriolic outbursts about the situation 
in Ukraine following the presidential election there on 
26 December. 

Zhirinovsky, whose main role is to act as a kind of 
political guard dog for President Vladimir Putin, also 
added his voice to the nationalist clamour that sprang 
up after hints that the disputed Kurile Islands might be 
returned to Japan. That issue prompted him to give even 
more vocal support to the defeated pro-Russian 
candidate in Ukraine, Viktor Yanukovich. “We do care 
about who becomes president of Ukraine”, Zhirinovsky 
roared. “I am certain that democracy will soon prevail in 
the world. It will defeat the American evil empire. We are 
with you, brotherly Ukraine!” 

At the end of a congress of his party, the comically 
named Liberal Democratic Party of Russia (LDPR), in 
mid-December, Zhirinovsky called for a demonstration 
outside the Ukrainian embassy in Moscow. He told the 
subsequent gathering, “the campaign in Ukraine has 
been dragging on for six months. Everything is 
decorated with orange, even trees were painted. 
Odd tablecloths. Fashionable. We also had a fashion 
years ago ... for jeans. But people were ready to pay 
any price to buy jeans. They clouded people’s minds. 


To what purpose? So that political scum come to power.” 

After this statement it was hardly surprising that the 
Ukrainian authorities rejected a late request by 
Zhirinovsky to act as a monitor in the election. 

Zhirinovsky’s increasingly erratic stunts no longer have 
the impact they once had and his support for Putin has 
propelled much of the LDPR vote towards the more 
coherent nationalist Rodina parliamentary bloc. 
Many analysts think his time is over. It speaks volumes 
for the shambolic nature of the LDPR that somebody was 
able to pinch the party’s main banner at its congress. 

Rodina, originally an electoral pact of nationalist 
parties inspired by the Kremlin in a ploy to take 
votes away from the Communists, is now transforming 
itself into a political party that seeks to embrace 
the bureaucracies of the army and security services 
and Russia’s powerful military-industrial complex. 
Rodina would like to present itself as an opposition party 
but this does not sit easily with its support for reforms 
aimed at strengthening Putin’s presidential power. 

In a statement on 7 December, Rodina spokesman 
Dimitri Rogozin spelled out its aim: “We need civilised and 
responsible political parties capable of forming shadow 
cabinets, suggesting alternative opinions about 
the authorities’ projects, and ready to control the work 
of law enforcement and security structures effectively. 
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founders of German geopolitics, General Karl Haushofer, a 
man widely believed to have influenced Hitler. 

Russian scholars espouse similar concepts, especially 
those from Academy of Geopolitics, who are respected by 
Russian government ministers. The president of this 
Academy, Alexander Dugin, is one of the founders of the 
National Bolshevik Party and the main editor of the journal 
Elementy (Elements), in which he promotes the idea of a 
conservative revolution. The magazine’s name is taken from 
that of the French New Right magazine published by the 
right-wing extremist, Alain de Benoist. 

The central idea of Dugin’s geopolitics is, again, the notion 
that the West is Russia’s enemy. He declared in Tribuna in 
1999: “From the geopolitical point of view there is a deep 
contradiction between the two types of civilisation. One type 
is Eurasian, the other Atlantic. And there is a constant conflict 
between them. The centre of Eurasian civilisation is Russia, 
the centre of Atlantic civilisation is the USA.” This viewpoint is 
widespread among radicals, from those who vote for Zuganov 
to supporters of the National Bolsheviks. 

Academics from the Academy of Geopolitics, and those 
from the Centre of Ethnopolitics and Islam, have also 
discussed “world terrorism as a tool of globalisation”. They aim 
to show, in line with their scheme of the international balance 
of power, that “world oligarchs” - the Western powers - are 
now holding out Islam as the “new danger” and using it as a 
tool to reorder the world to their own advantage. 

Russian national patriots view everything that foreign 
newspapers and foreign politicians say about Russia with a 
deep suspicion that extends to what they regard as the 
“enemy within”, namely those who share western values of 
democracy and human rights, including human rights 
activists and even liberal politicians. 

An article in the right-wing newspaper Vremya spelled out 


the national patriotic view: “Russia can only evoke positive 
emotions in the world community when it is weak ... And 
every step to strengthen it plunges the US State Department, 
the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe, 
human rights activists and other enemies of Russia into a 
deep depression ... among them Gorbachev, Yeltsin, 
Nemstov, Khakamada, Novodvorskaya [liberal politicians] and 
Gary Kasparov [the chess grandmaster and human rights 
activist].” Vremya is edited by Sergei Baburin, an MP for 
the nationalist Rodina (Motherland) bloc and leader of the 
nationalist party Narodnaya Volya (People’s Will). 

Anti-globalists from the national' patriotic camp 
also consider an independent mass media to be a 
weapon in the hands of those they think control globalisation. 
Thus, although Russian anti-globalists might criticise the 
same political leaders, Bush, Blair, Sharon and Putin, as their 
western counterparts, they nevertheless imbue the term 
globalisation’’with a different, nationalistic, sense. 

Interestingly they no longer even call themselves “anti¬ 
globalists” - perhaps that would be deemed just too 
internationalist - but keep to their specifically Russian 
identities, communists, geopoliticians, national Bolsheviks, 
liberal democrats, etc. In fact they are not actually against 
globalisation per se but seek another kind of globalisation 
in which Russia, with a restored empire behind it, would be 
the dominant world power. 

Paradoxically most of the former dissidents and human 
rights activists from Soviet times as well as most former 
political prisoners are probably supporters of globalisation, 
understanding the term more in the political sense of 
democratisation according to the western model than in the 
economic sense of brutal exploitation of the human and 
other resources of the world’s poorest countries by the 
industrialised and technologically advanced West. 


These parties should work for the national interests of the 
country and advance realistic and appropriate proposals.” 

To present Rodina as “a civilised and responsible 
political party”, Rogozin and Sergei Baburin, leader of the 
nationalist party Narodnaya Volya (People’s Will), 
announced at the end of November that they had fused 
their own parties with Rodina. Rogozin told Itar Tass y “We 
need to consolidate the forces that were present at the 
outset of the Rodina election bloc. We have no ideological 
differences and that will help to consolidate the faction.” 

He went on to announce a congress on 12 December 
for the defence of citizens’ rights, supposedly to support 
the struggle against oligarchs. This is just rhetoric to 
hide Rodina’s objective of redistributing wealth to a new 
set of oligarchs located closer to the Kremlin and the 
various entrenched state bureaucracies. 

Rodina never misses a chance to whip up a storm in a 
teacup if it will produce a few headlines. Baburin 
recently kicked up a row because a shop in the centre of 
Moscow was selling a globe made in China which 
showed the Kuriles as Japanese. Baburin and his pals 
were flushed with success when Boris Gryzlov, President 
of the Duma (Parliament), ordered an enquiry and 
promised that the globes would be confiscated. 

Edouard Limonov’s right-wing National Bolshevik 
Party (NPB) has also been active. On 14 December, 
NPB members occupied Putin’s offices near Red Square 
in protest at the government’s anti-social policy and the 
further strengthening of Putin’s powers. 

A week later, seven NPB members were jailed for five 
years for occupying the Ministry for Health and Social 
Development on 2 August last year. However, the 
invasion of the presidential administration building is 


considered more serious. Prosecutors are accusing the 
NPB activists of attempting to seize power, which carries 
a potential 20-year prison sentence. On 21 December, 
hordes of anti-riot police and members of the security 
forces smashed their way into the NPB’s headquarters in 
Moscow and arrested 30 people. 

On 27 December, relatives of those arrested staged a 
demonstration near the public prosecutor’s offices 
attracting several dozen people, including representatives 
of the For Human Rights organisation. No NPB flags were 
displayed but protesters held up posters with the slogans 
“Happy New Year 1937” (a reference to the year of Stalin’s 
bloody mass purges) and “Free our children”. 

At a time of crisis in Ukraine the increasingly strident 
nationalist rhetoric of the state and the nationalist 
parties in parliament is feeding xenophobia to an 
unprecedented extent. Valery Tishkov, the director of the 
Russian Academy of Sciences’ Institute of Ethnology and 
Anthropology, said “It is not true that it is only pockets of 
individuals within society who are manifesting 
xenophobia and intolerance. According to my data, 
between 200 and 300 coffins are sent from Russia to 
Tajikistan alone each year.” 

Lyudmila Alexeyeva, chair of the Moscow Helsinki 
Group, also voiced her concern, stating that she believed 
extremism was on the rise, not because of “some sort of 
terrible xenophobia” among ordinary Russians, but 
because it is “encouraged and reinforced from the top, if 
not from the direction of the President, then as a result of 
irresponsible statements by many officials on the 
nationality issue”. She cited as an example, Alexander 
Tkachev, the governor of Krasmodar, who in 2004 publicly 
promised to drive “aliens and dissenters” out of his region. 
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Wilders tries to follow in 
Pim Fortuyn’s footsteps 


By Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


GEERT WILDERS, the independent MP who quit the 
right-wing liberal WD last September, is trying to 
launch a new conservative populist party. 

According to some opinion polls, even without a party 
and hardly any programme, Wilders could already win up 
to 28 seats in the 150-seat Dutch parliament. This looks 
increasingly like the start of a new populist revolt on 
similar lines to the meteoric rise and spectacular fall of 
the late Pim Fortuyn’s party, the List Pim Fortuyn (LPF). 

Wilders’s latest moves fit the evolution of his political 
career, which started in 1990 in the WD as an assistant 
and speechwriter for Frits Bolkestein, a politician with 
hardline views on immigration and Islam. Also in 
Bolkestein’s team was Hans van Baalen, now a WD MP 
but formerly a sympathiser of the fascist Nederlandse 
Volks Unie (NVU). 

Wilders was elected to parliament in 1998. 
Like Bolkestein he was seen as an illiberal hardliner 
espousing discriminatory positions against people 
with disabilities and a self-confessed hatred of the 
left as well as acquiring notoriety for his outbursts 
against Islam. 

For Wilders opposition to Islam is a crusade, summed 
up in his declaration that “our own culture is on the 
defensive because of the one million Muslims in our 
country”. To stir the pot still further he has claimed that if 
he were Prime Minister he would ban Islamic 
headscarves. “I will eat them [Muslims] raw when they 
come to protest,” is one of his most infamous one-liners. 

A vital weapon against Islam is a halt to immigration, 
according to Wilders, coupled with assimilation: 
“At home they can wear their scarves and slaughter their 
sheep; outside they have to behave like anyone else,” 
he ranted in an interview in February 2004. 

Together with his then WD colleague Gert-Ian Oplaat, 
Wilders published a 10-point manifesto last summer 
aimed at pushing the WD further to the right. The main 
aspect of this mini-programme was that Turkey should 
never be allowed to join the European Union because it 
is an Islamic country. Other points called for a rise in 
speed limits, a 50% cut in development aid, the removal 
of radical Islamists from the Netherlands and the 
expulsion of immigrants who integrated too slowly. 

When the WD failed to approve the programme, 
Wilders quit. Oplaat stayed silent and is still in the WD. 
Finally liberated from party discipline, Wilders has gone 


on to demand “a total halt to non-western immigration, 
especially Muslims, for five years”. 

lust two days after the murder of the controversial 
filmmaker Theo van Gogh by an Islamic fanatic on 
2 November, Wilders rushed to the media to announce 
the establishment of a new party with the leader of the 
conservative Edmund Burke Foundation, Bart Ian 
Spruyt. Spruyt has written the ideal programme from 
Wilders’s viewpoint. It calls for Muslims to be prevented 
from establishing schools and organisations, and a halt 
to immigration. Spruyt and Wilders also want to lower 
taxes and the legal minimum wage. 

At the end of December, Wilders announced a 
campaign against the EU’s negotiations with Turkey and 
is now trying to raise money and mobilise people for his 
new party. He also calls for a vote against the European 
constitution in a referendum “to prevent Turkey from 
having too much power in the future of Europe”. He has 
sent a personal email to 13,000 people who have 
supported him in recent months, touting, not without 
success, for money and support. 

Since October 2004, Wilders has been under heavy 
guard because of threats to his life. At the end of the year 
he grabbed the headlines by refusing to work in 
parliament unless the lustice Minister and Prime Minister 
guaranteed his safety and that of his as yet unknown 
future parliamentary colleagues and party members. 

When he eventually returned to parliament, Wilders 
gave a newspaper interview hugely reminiscent of Pim 
Fortuyn. “My mission”, he stated, “is to give the 
Netherlands back to its citizens ... The Netherlands has to 
become more liveable. People scream for solutions but 
the government is only concerned with its own power.” 

Wilders now plans to travel to Israel and the United 
States to discuss his political strategy and how to build a 
movement with conservative counterparts. His main 
concerns, however, are to turn his predicted 28 seats into 
reality in the next election in 2007 and to avoid the 
mistakes made by the LPF. He has the time, support 
(although it is not yet clear from what kind of people), 
political experience and a fine nose for publicity, and 
could grow to be a significant political force in parliament. 

The other political parties are likely to react by 
becoming as tough as Wilders in order to cling on to 
their power. The left, anti-fascists and even sections of 
the media can play a major role in unmasking Wilders as 
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an Islamophobe and exposing his policies as wholly 
undemocratic, grossly unrealistic and totally inhumane. 


LPF MP speaks at Vlaams Belang meeting 

Hilbrand Nawijn, a List Pirn Fortuyn MP and minister 
for refugee policy for a mere 87 days in 2002, was due to 
speak at the Belgian extreme-right Vlaams Belang’s new 
year reception on 25 January. 

This marks the first time that a Dutch MP has 
consorted with the former Vlaams Blok. The theme of 
Nawijn’s speech was to be the situation in the 
Netherlands following the murder of Theo Van Gogh. 

In the past, Philip Dewinter, leader of the Vlaams 
Belang, held meetings with the Dutch extreme right in 
an attempt to bring the various factions together but 
always failed. Dewinter claims now, however, that the 
late anti-immigrant populist Pirn Fortuyn called him to 
suggest a meeting when Fortuyn “was Prime Minister of 
the Dutch government 0 . 

Dewinter issued a personal invitation to Nawijn after 
they met in Rotterdam at the beginning of December at 
a debate with students at the Erasmus University. 
During the debate Nawijn described as scandalous a 
Belgian court's verdict that the Vlaams Belang's 
forerunner, the Vlaams Blok, was racist. “We know them 
also here, those left-wing judges," he said. 

For Mat Herben, then leader of the LPF, mere contact 
with the Vlaams Blok was sufficient reason for the 
expulsion of Michiel Smit of NieuwRechts from the 
LPF in 2003. Since then Smit has held regular meetings 
with Dewinter. 

Nawijn also apparently sees no problem in having 
contacts with the VB and is hoping for future co¬ 
operation for his new right party, probably with Geert 
Wilders. Justifying his relationship with Belgian far- 
rightists, Nawijn claimed “You have to talk with 
everybody. I don't know what the Vlaams Belang used to 
be like, but I don't think they are racist now". 


MOLDOVA 

Racism 

rewarded 

From Ratal Pankowski 
for Antifa-Net in Chisinau 

THE AUTHOR OF a virulently racist article has been 
reinstalled as deputy leader of Moldova’s “mainstream” 

Social Liberal Party (SLP). 

Nicolai Dabija is the editor of the journal Literatura 
si Arta (Literature and Art), which is published by the 
Moldovan Writers’ Union, and until recently was 
sponsored by the government of neighbouring Romania. 

An editorial by Dabija, published in April 2004, claimed 
that the children of ethnically mixed couples “are in the 
best case mediocre individuals and as a rule they are 
disabled, criminals and losers” with a natural tendency 
towards “psychiatric disorders, crime and prostitution”. 

The article also attacked several important public figures 
- left-wing politicians and minority leaders - accusing 
them of having “ethnically impure” family backgrounds. 

Dabija is a poet whose works are part of the Moldovan 
school curriculum. At the same time, he is known for his 
extreme nationalist political views. Literatura si Arta has 
promoted xenophobic, antisemitic and historical 
revisionist views for several years. Curiously, Dabija has 
just been given a prize for his journalistic achievements, 
as one of several outstanding journalists in the country 
over the past decade, alongside the editor of the 
extreme nationalist newspaper Flux. The prize, presented 
in December 2004, was awarded by the Independent 
Journalism Centre, a strange institution that purports to 
promote free speech. 

Dabija’s racist outburst was widely condemned in the 
Moldovan media and by the Council of Europe, whose 
Committee of Ministers lashed the article as “an 
example of xenophobia, racism and hatred against those 
who speak another language ... inadmissible in a 
modern and democratic Europe”. A Romanian 
representative also admitted that his government’s 
sponsorship of Dabija’s rag was a mistake. 

The media storm and international criticism led to 
Dabija’s expulsion from the SLR At the end of 2004, 
however, the SLP did a somersault and reinstalled him 
as its “deputy chairman for political issues” at a party 
congress held in Chisinau. 

Commenting on the SLP’s reversal, Natalia Sineaeva, 
a representative of Helsinki Citizens’ Assembly of 
Moldova (HCA), told Searchlight : “Unfortunately, some 
of the so-called centrist political forces in Moldova 
are not immune to xenophobia and ethnic nationalism. 

This move by the SLP is especially significant in the run¬ 
up to the parliamentary elections in March 2005.” 

The SLP is currently part of the middle-of-the-road 
Democratic Moldova electoral bloc but is expected to 
leave it soon. It would not be surprising if it enters into a 
coalition with lurie Rosca’s extreme right-wing Christian 
Democratic People’s Party. 
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Extremist party leader under siege 

By Pat Hennings Jr for Expo and Antifa-Net in Stockholm 


Mikael 
Jansson, 
leader of the 
Sweden 
Democrats 
Poto: Daniel 
Olsson /Expo 


THE SWEDEN DEMOCRATS (SD) are facing a new split as a 
result of vicious internal strife over the post of party chairman. 

A “renewers” faction - largely based in southern Sweden 
- is tired of waiting for Mikael Jansson, the party leader, to 
measure up to its exacting standards and is openly 
demanding that he resign at the next SD congress in May. 

The SD is, as always, standing on the verge of either 
success or self-destruction. The party has come a long way 
from when it consisted mainly of nazis and has managed to 
clothe itself in suits and ties in the same way as the British 
National Party. It currently polls 1.4% of the vote and is 
desperate to make it into the national parliament in next 
autumn’s election. The various factions in the party are 
currently engaged in furious argument over how best they 
can achieve this. 

In recent years the SD has been a fractious organisation 
with party officials from Stockholm and Gothenburg 
constantly fighting the so-called “newcomers” from the 
south of Sweden. With each passing year, however, 
the newcomers-turned-renewers have increased their 
influence in the party to the point that the rival factions are 
now nearly equal in strength. 

Internal warfare intensified at the party’s special congress 
on 27 November and the renewers warned Jansson that if 
he did not quietly quit his post, they would publish critical 
articles in the party’s official publication SD-Kuriren. 



There are many reasons why the renewers dislike 
Jansson. They think he is not a good agitator and complain 
that he is almost invisible in the party’s publications. 
After years of making very few public appearances, he 
has become known as “Mikael the Invisible”. 

Jansson has also made many slip-ups in the past year. 
For example, he defended a leaflet handed out in 
Gothenburg before last year’s European elections that 
spoke of apartheid and stated that the SD wanted to use 
party funds to help white people move out of a suburb with 
many immigrants. 

The party officially stated that this was not its view, but 
when Jansson and a few other party officials addressed a 
meeting in Gothenburg he defended the leaflet. The reason 
was simple: the local organiser and deputy organiser who 
signed the leaflet are Jansson's friends. 

One of the signatories, Per Emanuelsson, was the SD’s 
national organiser in the mid-1990s and was used as an 
enforcer to keep recalcitrant members within the party’s 
ranks. An example of his activities occurred in the Stockholm 
suburb of Ekero where the SD had a young local councillor 
who wanted to leave the party. The SD refused to accept this 
and Emanuelsson intimidated the youngster into signing 
papers that would have illegally transferred council funds to 
the SD. This act later earned him a conviction. 

The special congress ultimatum has thrown the SD into 
turmoil prompting Jansson and his supporters to start 
plotting to regain control of the situation. The tactics they 
adopted have been widely used on the extreme right for 
many years, namely sending a letter to all voting conference 
delegates in advance of the vote. 

The letter’s signatories are all Jansson loyalists who have 
been around on the Swedish extreme right for decades. 
They include Johan Rinderheim, one of the original founders 
of the party, Arnold Bostrom, who has control over the party 
funds, and Torbjorn Kastell. In their letter they criticise the 
south Swedish branches of the party for resorting to 
undemocratic methods to push Jansson aside and demand 
that the renewers present a candidate to run against him. 

Open factional conflict had erupted even before their 
letter had been posted. The renewers, who had already 
taken up defensive positions, went on the offensive with an 
article in the December issue of SD-Kuriren urging Jansson 
to step down in May. 

After this move, factional trench war shifted to the 
internet where the SD’s youth organisation has a forum 
which is hosting some aggressive discussion. The anti- 
Jansson renewers are still saying nothing about who will 
challenge Jansson for the leadership. 
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Radical nazis shout ‘Sieg heir sit Salem rally 


From Pat Hennings Jr in Stockholm for Expo and Antifa-Net 


IF THE ANNUAL nazi march in the Stockholm suburb of 
Salem was a display of increasing fascist radicalism in 
2003, it was even more so in 2004. 

The march on 11 December was the fifth in memory 
of a young nazi, Daniel Wretstrom, who was murdered 
in December 2000 by a gang that included some 
immigrant youths. 

As a reflection of the event’s increasingly open 
nazism, the number of participants fell to fewer than 
1,600 compared to 2,000 in 2003. At the first march 
five years ago, the speeches were relatively free of 
the kind of virulent hate propaganda that has been the 
march’s main stock-in-trade for the past three years. 
The split in the fascist National Democrats in autumn 
also contributed to the drop in support. 

Violence broke out before the demonstration with 
clashes between militant anti-fascists and nazis in 
Stockholm, Gothenburg and other cities but the nazi 
march in Salem proceeded less problematically than 
usual because the anti-fascists gathered in the centre 
of Stockholm some miles away from the nazis’ own 
assembly point. The number of speakers at the rally 
after the march seems deliberately to have been 
limited and the speeches were shorter than in 
previous years. 

Anders Lagerstrom, founder of the Nordic 
Association, chaired the rally. Before he introduced 
the first speaker, a pitiful musical number was 


performed by a couple of screeching extremists. 
Robert Vesterlund, the march organiser, then 
delivered a brief speech saying that there was nothing 
unique about Wretstrom’s murder and that it had 
happened before and will happen again. 

Next, Magnus Soderman, the deputy leader of the 
Swedish Resistance Movement and the man who 
drew the biggest ovation in 2003, mounted the 
podium. One of the better orators in the Swedish nazi 
movement, Soderman was the real instigator of the 
event’s fiercely agitational style in 2003. He continued 
the trend this time, bawling paranoically: “I accuse the 
Swedish government and parliament of treason. 
They kneel down before the cosmopolitans and they 
are glad to sacrifice us Swedes as sacrificial lambs of 
offering. ... War has been declared on us Swedes. ... 
In a war people die and the enemy knows that it’s a 
war. The question is, do you know that the war has 
started?” He concluded his speech with the notorious 
Nazi slogan “Sieg heil”, repeating it as the crowd 
roared it at the top of their voices. 

Every year, the Salem march is attended by nazi 
enthusiasts from other European countries. This time, 
fascists from Switzerland, Germany, England, 
Denmark and Norway were spotted but the only 
international participant on the platform was Stefan 
Rochow of the Junge Nationaldemokraten (Young 
National Democrats) from Germany. 
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By Wim Haelsterman for AFF-Verzet/CAF-Resistances in Brussels 
and Graeme Atkinson for Searchlight 







\wmmm 



mm 



THE NOTED FLEMISH journalist, writer and 
dedicated anti-fascist Hugo Gijsels died of a heart 
attack on 27 December 2004, aged 54. 

Hugo, a good friend of Searchlight, is best known 
for his prolific exposures of the Flemish far right, 
which opened the eyes of many people to the 
dangers presented by right-wing extremism in 
general and the Vlaams Blok (VB) in particular. 

Following the publication of his groundbreaking 
book, Het Vlaams Blok, in 1992, he and Jos 
Geysels, the former leader of the Flemish Green 
Party, developed the idea of creating a democratic 
cordon sanitaire around the VB, under which the 
mainstream parties steadfastly refused to 
associate with the racists. This initiative became 
a major success because all the democratic parties 
adopted the policy and have used it to marginalise 
the VB. 

Hugo was a journalist for the leading Flemish 
weekly magazines Knack and Humo and for the 
progressive national daily newspaper De Morgen. 
His countless articles influenced wider political 
debate. He also worked for the anti-fascist 
magazines Celsius, Halt, Casablanca, Verzet and 
Resistances and, in 1994, became part of the state 
anti-racist bureau, the CGKR. 

Hugo’s knowledge of the Belgian far right was 
awesome and he used his extensive knowledge 
effectively to tell the real story and to convince 
people of the need to take notice of the political 
dangers around them. 

Hugo was also a pioneer in many ways. In the 
early 1970s he established the first Belgian Oxfam 
shop with a couple of friends and, as a young 
reporter, was the first Belgian journalist 
systematically to cover the emergence of the new 
extreme right wing symbolised by the VB and a 
sinister web of secret “anti-communist networks” 
in Belgium. 

Throughout his career as a journalist, publisher 
and socio-cultural adviser, he made big financial 
and health sacrifices for his job, for the anti-fascist 
movement, for his many friends and for every 
cause he believed in. Social injustice, racism, 
antisemitism and fascism enraged him. 

Hugo died in Redu, a tiny village in the Belgian 
Ardennes, where, exhausted by his efforts and in 
ill-health, he lived “in retirement” with his wife and 
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ran a small bookshop named Article 31, after the 
31st and still non-existent Article of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights that should call for 
the defence of the previous 30 Articles by all 
possible means. 

He was a generous and constant friend, an 
indefatigable journalist of the highest professional 
standards, a charming but modest man and a 
passionate inspiration to all who knew him. It was a 
privilege to know him and work with him and he will 
be sorely missed. 

Farewell Hugo! 




Wim Haelsterman for AFF/Verzet-CAF/Resistances in Brussels 


International Blood and 

SOME 1,500 NAZI skinheads showed up for a so-called 
“Rock against Communism” festival in Ranst, a small 
Flemish town ten miles from Antwerp, on 11 December. 
The event was organised by the Flemish division of 
Blood and Honour, which also goes by the names “28 
Crew Flanders” and “B&H Flanders” 

Most of the participants were not Belgians but 
Germans, with the German nazi band Kraftschlag 
topping the bill and apparently managing to mobilise 
its entire fanclub. Also performing were the British nazi 
bands, Razors Edge, Chingford Attack and Natural 
Born Killers. 

The next day, the local council declared itself shocked 
and completely surprised by what had happened. 
Alderman Hugo Janssen told the press: “We knew the 
venue was booked for a rock concert. Nothing wrong with 
that, we thought.” According to Janssen, something will 

Vlaams Belang launches 

VLAAMS BELANG, the Vlaams Blok until its respray, 
launched “Objective 2006” at its first congress in 
Antwerp as a prelude to its campaign for the local 
elections scheduled for October 2006. 

Despite the supposedly local focus of the 
programme, the party leadership used the Antwerp 
meeting to launch scurrilous attacks on the Social 
Democrat party leader Steve Stevaert, the more 
moderate Flemish nationalist party the NVA (New 
Flemish Alliance) and anyone in favour of Turkey 
becoming a member of the European Union. The main 
reason the Vlaams Belang opposes Turkish entry has 
of course, it claims mendaciously, nothing to do with 
the fact that around 1.5% of the population of Belgium 
is of Turkish origin. 

Once again, the party tried everything to 
demonstrate to its hardcore followers that nothing has 
really changed since the Vlaams Blok reinvented itself. 
The same slogans, the same macho language, the 
same style are all in place. Meanwhile Philip Dewinter, 
the party leader, has said he will run for the post of 
mayor in Antwerp in 2006. His running-mate will be the 
Miss Belgium of a decade ago Anke Van Dermeersch. 

None of this has impressed Karel De Gucht, the 
liberal democratic Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
As he rightly pointed out in an interview for RTL-TV: 
“The VB is a party led by fascists” and “Dewinter is a 
fascist. One has to take this into account.” 

De Gucht made these statements not just out of 


Honour gig near Antwerp 

be done as the venue, a big sports hall, is council owned. 

Mayor Lode Hofmans was also not amused and is now 
trying to make the concert’s nazi organisers pay for the 
cost of extra policing during the evening. When it 
became clear what the event was, Hofmans ordered 130 
police to guarantee the security of the neighbourhood 
around the sports hall. The manager of a youth club 
near the venue was told not to open up that evening to 
avoid problems and local pubs were forced to close their 
doors after the nazis quickly ran out of beer. 

The gig was announced, like all Blood and Honour 
events in Belgium, using flyers and the internet. People 
wanting to attend had to meet at a “secret place”, in this 
case a car park near Antwerp, a couple of hours before 
the concert started. The authorities in Antwerp have 
started an investigation to determine whether anything 
illegal occurred at the gig. 

‘Objective 2006’ 

frustration at the VB’s success but also to counter his 
own party’s right wing which is, it seems, considering 
some sort of “collaboration” with the VB. 

The VB’s metamorphosis has not damaged the party 
at all so far. In a recent opinion poll by the commercial 
television network VTM in collaboration with two 
national newspapers, 25.2% of respondents said they 
would support the VB in the next elections. The poll 
showed a reduced or stagnant vote for all the 
government parties. Besides the VB, only the Green 
Party increase its support. 



Belgian 
Minister for 
Foreign 
Affairs Karel 
De Gucht 
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Searchlight on the 


STATES 


Provocateurs 
for profit 
or racist 
terrorists? 


By Jonathan Mozzochi 
for IREHR & Antifa-Net 

WHILE THE EUROPEAN pop music scene embraces the 
neo-fascist aesthetics of the German metal band 
Rammstein, with their jackboots and dog collars, 
Leni Riefenstahl samples and sonic assaults of murder 
and mayhem, American neo-nazis are battling for 
control over the US racist music scene and getting 
busted for cocaine and recruiting 13-year-olds. 

Attempts to popularise white power rock in America 
are spearheaded by Panzerfaust Records, a five-year-old 
neo-nazi company based in St Paul, Minnesota, with 
close links to the international Hammerskin network. 
The company’s bosses, Anthony A. Pierpont, 38, and 
Byron Calvert Cecchini, 33, had their apartments raided 
in late November by cops with the Minnesota Gang 
Strike Force. Pierpont was arrested on suspicion of 
felony possession of a small amount of a substance 
thought to be cocaine. The strike force commander, 
Ron Ryan, told the press that “anybody ‘white power’ or 
those types of groups have been classified as gangs”. 

Panzerfaust has reportedly burned some 100,000 white 
power CDs for “Project Schoolyard”, an effort to recruit 
young people in “middle schools, high 
schools, university campuses, 
shopping malls, sporting events, 
mainstream concerts, parties, etc ...” 

The slogan for the recruiting 
programme is, “We don’t just entertain 
racist kids ... we create them”. 

The outreach is modelled on a similar 
programme undertaken by racist 
activists in Germany in the spring of 
2004. According to the Panzerfaust 
website, a CD of white power music 
was to be distributed throughout 
Germany but the government ban¬ 
ned it. In response the neo-fascist 
National Democratic Party (NPD) 


a PANZERFAUST RECORDS I 
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surreptitiously pressed and distributed 25,000 copies. 

Calvert Cecchini reportedly worked with the main 
competitor to Panzerfaust, Resistance Records, an outfit 
started in 1993 by the former Canadian racist activist 
George Burdi. Burdi’s maverick efforts at racist outreach 
broke the mould, combining an extensive CD 
production and merchandising operation with a 
professionally produced glossy magazine. Resistance 
Magazine , which ran to over 60 pages and reported a 
believable circulation of 15,000, was echoed in Sweden 
by Nordland i a neo-nazi magazine of similar 
professional quality. The two magazines were at the 
forefront of efforts to commercialise white power music. 
The mainstay of Nordland, Peter Rindell, (aka Peter 
Melander), was also influential in Vitt Ariskt Motstand 
(White Aryan Resistance) a radical neo-nazi 
organisation whose members carried out a successful 
raid on a Swedish police station in the mid-1990s. 

In 1997 Resistance Records sustained a tax 
investigation by the US authorities and prosecution by 
Canadian officials for distribution of hate material. Soon 
thereafter the label was bought by the veteran American 
antisemite Willis Carto and his Liberty Lobby. In 1998 
the label was sold to the National Alliance, the most 
influential contemporary neo-nazi outfit in the US, 
where it remains to this day. 

Panzerfaust is no Resistance Records. And neither 
label has a band like Rammstein. At least not yet. 
The two companies continue to compete for the small, 
stagnant pools of hardcore racists that dot the American 
landscape. Panzerfaust claims to have distributed 
20,000 of its racist “educational” CDs. Forty of these 
discs for the aurally challenged were confiscated at a 
high school in Madison, Wisconsin in December, 
signalling at least a nominal effort to actually distribute 
the CDs rather than just brag about their production 
on a website. 

The key element in all of this is the same as in the mid- 
1990s: can a neo-nazi outfit break out of the racist 
skinhead subculture and attract mainstream 
commercial support? To date there has been no smoking 
gun such as that discovered by Searchlight in 1996 when 
a major CD broker, Nimbus (UK), a subsidiary of a giant 
US multinational, was found to have manufactured a 
neo-nazi CD titled Barbecue in Rostock. Searchlight 
responded with its “Shut Down the Peddlers of Hate” 
campaign effectively ending that marriage of hate and 
profit. The good news then: before any multinational 
even considers backing a neo-nazi band as the next 
“American Rammstein”, the Center for New Community 
already has its “Turn it Down” campaign, modelled on 
the success of Searchlight’s earlier efforts. And no 
amount of irony can conceal a swastika. 
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Address http://www.panzerfaust.cocn/ 
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Sunday December 2ith at 5PM EST/2PM PST 

Panzerfaust Streaming Radio 


CATALOG LABEL INFO GENERAL • ORDERING BANDS MULTIMEDIA » MESSAGE BOARD 

View Cart/Checkout 'S 

Coming to a School 
Near You! 


12-17-04 - Sttckied 

anzerfaust Internet Radio Broadcast Byron does an 
interview with a black News Director at KXD (CBS) News 13 in Anchorage, 
Alaska about Project Schoolyard after PS CDs weie confiscated at a local 
high school. 
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Listen in MP3 Format :: 
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Metal/Hatecore: 
Oil/RAC: 
Foik/Ballads: 
All German: 

NSBM: 


Tune in on Sunday, January 30th at 5PM 
EST/2PM PST for Radio White LIVE with 
your host, Kenn. 


1-7-05 

There's a Bunch of New CDs: Rebeldes ”EI que la haee... la 
pagal", Condemned 84 “No one Likes us... We don't care", Sniper 
’Sotaal”, Division Germania/Macht & Ehre "Hass schUnder Larmf 
Split CD, Grinded Nig "Freezer Full of Nigger Heads", Tatooed 
Mother Fuckers “The Hate Edge EP“, Blood Stained Boots “S/T", 
HKL “Barenwut" and HKL "Odins Krieger" 


14-05 

We just got in a New Hot; the 80 Beania/Weol Cap. 


We Restocked the Iron Cross Twister Knife. 


1 1-05 

♦ There's a bunch of Restocks and New Additions: Operation 
Raeewar "Underdog", Squadron "Decade of defiance", 

Steelcappod Bisson "Proud a Free RAC", Storkraft "Dreckig, kahi & 
hundgemetn", Storkraft “Mann fur Mann", Saga "My Tribute To 
Skrewdriver: Voi.l", Sag a “My Tribute To Skrewdriver: Vois.l+2“ 
box set, Symphony Of Sorrow "Paradise Lost", Midg&rd “Pro Patria 


Project Schoolyard 


Project Schoolyard Page 

Back In Stockl 


12-17-04 

Byron does an interview with 
black News Director at KXD 
(CBS) News 13 in Anchorage 
Alaska about Project 
Schoolyard after PS CDs wer 
confiscated at a local high 






















From the archives 


20 years ago 

February 1985 

The Christmas 
Massacre 

Italy’s right-wing 
terrorists strike - 
and in London their 
friends get nervous 

Fascists in Italy marked the 
Xmas holiday in typical bloody 
fashion: a train bomb attack 
which left seventeen dead 
and dozens wounded. It was 
the latest in a series of 
unsolved bomb outrages 
stretching back more than 
ten years which have left 
more than 140 people dead. 
But the event was preceded 
by unusual activity within the cell of wanted Italian terrorists which is based 
in London and playing a guiding role in the National Front. 

The latest massacre took place only two days before Xmas on a crowded 
train travelling from Naples to Milan. As it passed through the 12-mile 
San Bendetto tunnel between Florence and Bologna, a bomb exploded 
between two carriages, totally destroying them. 

The train’s position in the tunnel as the bomb exploded hindered 
emergency rescue workers trying to help the trapped and injured, and 
recover the bodies of the dead. Most of the passengers were travelling to 
ski resorts in Northern Italy. 

10 years ago 

February 1995 

Irving libel 
prompts no 
response 

David Irving, the Holocaust 
revisionist, crept back into 
the country at the end of the 
last year, after a rough 
passage down the west 
coast of the United States. 
Two major meetings planned 
by him and US nazis in 
Portland in Oregon and 
California were picketed or 
invaded by protestors. The 
police had to rescue him on 
both occasions. 

Back in Britain he spoke at 
the River Club’s Christmas social at a pub in Belgravia. Although this 
gathering had been kept well under wraps, it appears that one of the 
pub’s windows was broken just before the meeting as a protest against 
his presence. 

The club’s activities were exposed in the July 1994 issue of Searchlight. 


FEBRUARY 1995 No 236 


SEARCHLIGHT 

THE INTERNATIONAL ANTI-FASCIST MONTHLY 

1975 T01995 
20 FIGHTING 
YEARS 



Y** 


SEARCHLIGHT 

THE AMTI-FASCIST MONTHLY INCORPORATING CARF 

FEBRUARY 1985 IMo.116 70p 




I OIDHAM 




INTERNATIONAL! 



Back Numbers available 
from March 1999 
£2 each post free 

Cheques payable to 
Searchlight 
PO Box 1576, 

Ilford IG5 ONG. 

Tel: 020 7681 8660 
Fax: 020 7681 8650 



































Blackshirts 
not available 



HOPE nOT HATE 


Wear our multicoloured beacon against racism and fascism. 


Shirt just £9.99 with all profits to Searchlight 
local campaigns against the BI\IP 



available from wiww.philosophyfootball.com 


philosophyfootball com 

sporting outfitters of intellectual distinction 



9 770262 459052 


















ing years 


fascist 


j the worst 
World War. 
nb left in a 
vay station 
i summer 
to be the 
5 country’s 




claimed by Ju, y 2000 No 301 

ar), a Nazi Copeland trial - the guilty are still at large 

together of 

if the most THE CONVICTION OF David Copeland appears to close the chapter on a 

.960s and series of bombings that left three people dead and over 100 injured. 

For 13 days he brought fear to the heart of London’s diverse communities. 

. atrocities Unfortunately, Copeland is unlikely to be the last to carry out such acts of 

; dislocated terror. Since the early 1990s the theory of violent race war, developed in the 

r under the United States, has permeated the British far right. 

lary Nuclei However, the police seemed unprepared for this threat. Not only have they 

)n Tuscany, admitted to having no knowledge of Copeland’s activities before the 
>verlapping bombings, they also seem not to have appreciated the effect that 
inflammatory racist propaganda has in inspiring individuals to commit racist 
liance were attacks. In 1993 Searchlight told a Home Affairs Select Committee inquiry into 

Slero (Black racial harassment and attacks of the growing impact of US terrorist ideas on 

5 (National the extreme right wing in Britain. The police completely failed to comprehend 

across the these ideas and dismissed the submission, claiming that any links that did 

iborate and exist were between individuals rather than organisations. 

After Copeland so obviously took his cue from the US, one hopes that the 
police and security services will change their approach. The people who 
wrote, articulated and distributed the propaganda that fuelled Copeland’s 
fantasies remain at large. As long as this continues to be soothers will follow 
in Copeland’s footsteps. 
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Searchlight first to identify Copeland 

As the Copeland trial drew to a close the Metropolitan Police acknowledged 
in a press conference that they had received Copeland’s name several hours 
before the identification by Paul Mifsud, one of Copeland’s work colleagues. 
While they did not reveal the source of this information, they did admit that 
the Anti-Terrorist Squad was not informed for several days. 

Searchlight can reveal that it was we who identified Copeland’s name, 
which we passed to the police through a third party. However, it seems that 
London Special Branch sat on the information before informing the 
investigating team. Although Copeland could not have been arrested sooner, 
the information, which included his connection to the British National Party, 
would have made him a far more important suspect. Special Branch’s 
reluctance to share this information is likely to have stemmed from its lack of 
knowledge of Copeland, a fact confirmed at the press briefing. This is despite 
the fact that Copeland was an active BNP member for several months, during 
which time he attended numerous party activities, and was also a regional 
organiser of the National Socialist Movement. 


Exposing 
racist theo 
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Prof. Eysenck’s letter 1 
Times: Our answer 

FROM TIME TO TIME Searchlight has 
Professor Eysenck and his psychology 
through the letters column of The Tin 
issued a thundering denunciation of the 
March 16: “Both Professor Jensen a 
opposed to any form of racialism includi 
by the National Front”. 

All well and good. Or so it appears. 
But why has it taken so long for Pro 
come out and issue such a statement? E 
letter: “In recent weeks the National Fr 
name and that of Professor A. Jensen in 
In this way Eysenck conveys the irr 
letter is timely because the NF have on 
quoting his work. Here the professor i 
open. Searchlight knows for a fact t 
aware the NF was quoting his work nea 
A fellow academic psychologist at 
Eysenck copies of such NF propagand< 
Then, Eysenck seemed to be comple 
He replied “The devil can quote scripture 
sent to try us and there is little that can 
So why does Eysenck now believe that 
shape of a letter to The Times , can be i 
We can only point out that recen 
number of academics have become 
Eysenck. There has been pressure c 
academics to disassociate himself f 
Front. In fact, the whole issue of E 
towards racism was about to become 
debate anyway. 
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Would you like to be 

A JUNIOR MINISTER with respon: 
the Department of Employment 
reputation inside the department j 
towards black people. 

Alan Clark, wealthy son of Lor 
fame), and MP for Plymouth, Sutto 
junior minister post in DE in June 
One of his areas of responsibility 
introducing ethnic monitoring in 
Offices; a proposal hotly opp 
organisations and by the main tn 
DE staff. 

Insulting 

On taking up the post he was br 
question by a team of senior civi 
explain to him why black organis 
opposed to the idea. 

Their efforts seem, on the whol 
“You mean to say”, said the ministei 
collecting their names and address 





